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Angola 


Savimbi, Dos Santos Said Ready To Meet 
MB28!'302 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1130 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] The Egyptian state minister for foreign affairs, Mr 
Butrus Ghali, said in a interview screened by Zambian 
television yesterday that the Angolan president, Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos, and the rebel leader, Jonas 
Savimbi, have exp: essed readiness to meet and discuss 
an end to the civil war in Angola. 


Mr Ghali said President dos Santos had informed him 
that he was ready to meet Mr Savimbi, and Mr Savimbi 
had also mentioned his readiness to negotiate a settle- 
ment of the Angolan civil war with Mr dos Santos. 


Mr Ghali is Egypt’s Africa specialist, and he was giving 
an interview to Zambian television while he was in 
Lusaka for the African finance and foreign ministers. 
[sentence as heard] He gave no indication of when or 
how the two Angolans told Egypt of their readiness to 
talk, but Zambian officials said Egypt had veen trying for 
some time to mediate between Luanda and Mr 
Savimbi’s UNITA rebel movement. 


Envoy Denies Readiness To Meet 
MB290926 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0900 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] The Angolan Government has denied reports that 
it is prepared to negotiate directly with UNITA in a bid 
to end the civil war. In an interview with the Zambia 
DAILY MAIL, the Angolan ambassador to Zambia, Mr 
Luis Neto Kiembata, said there would be no talks with 
UNITA. He was responding to claims made by the 
Egyptian foreign minister of state, Mr Butrus Butrus 
Ghali, that the UNITA leader, Dr Jonas Savimbi, and 
the Angolan president, Mr Jose Eduardo dos Santos, 
would start negotiations once there was no longer any 
foreign intervention in Angola. He said the Egyptian 
minister did not have a mandate to make pronounce- 
ments on such delicate issues. 


UNITA Denies Intent To Partition Country 
MB290640 (Clandestine) KUP in English to Southern 
and Central Africa 0600 GMT 29 Mar 88 


{Text} Jamba, provisional capital of the free land of 
Angola, 29 Mar (K UP)}—The formation of a government 
in the areas of Angola under UNITA control does not 
imply that the movement is contemplating a partitioning 
of the country. 


UNITA Vice-President Mr Jeremias Chitunda said in an 
interview with the UNITA news agency, KUP, in Jamba 
last Sunday that there was nothing new in UNITA’s 
decision to form a government in the areas of Angola 
under its control, and pointed out that the move was 
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taken merely to strengthen the movement’s administra- 
live structures in order to enable it to cater adequately 
for the increasing civilian population under its care. 


Mr Chitunda said that the civilian population in the 
UNITA-controlled areas of Angola has trebled as a result 
of military successes scored by the movement in recent 
months. 


UNITA was not soliciting the recognition of its govern- 
ment by foreign countries, he added. 


Outlining the immediate tasks for the new government 
of which he is head, Mr Chitunda said that it would pay 
close attention to the creation of more schools in all 
Angolan provinces, expansion of agriculture production 
and the use of modern farming methods in order to 
attain food self-sufficiency, and the intensification of 
vaccination and other health campaigns. 


Administrators have already been dispatched to various 
parts of the country in order to set up the necessary 
administrative structures, added Mr Chitunda. 


Botswana 


RSA Raid Protested in ‘Strongest Terms’ 
MB291128 Gaborone Domestic Service in English 
1110 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] The Botswana Government has sent a note of 
protest to South Africa demanding an apology and 
compensation for the raid in Gaborone on Monday 
morning in which two [as heard] civilians were killed. 
South Africa has claimed responsibility for the raid in a 
suburb in Gaborone. 


The note, sent to Pretoria by the Department of External 
Affairs, demanded an apology owing to the SADF’s 
violation of Botswana’s sovereignty and territorial integ- 
rity, as well as compensation for the loss of life and for 
damage to property as a result of the raid. 


The note also expressed in strongest terms Botswana’s 
protest against continued acts of aggression against Bots- 
wana and its people. The telex stated that the govern- 
ment is particularly concerned that such acts of aggres- 
sion are perpetrated despite the clear understanding 
reached between Botswana and South Africa that any 
perceived threat to the security of one party must be 
communicated to the other party to investigate and take 
action. It said the SADF attack was launched contrary to 
this understanding. 
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Chiepe Reaction To Raid 
MB281612 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] South African forces have again launched a raid 
into neighboring Botswana. In the past, they have 
attacked property allegedly connected with the outlawed 
African National Congress, ANC. Last night the target 
was a house in the Botswana capital, Gaborone. There 
was a running gun battle, and a number of people were 
killed. From Gaborone, Derek James reports: 


[James] The house in Gaborone was attacked at 0115 
this morning, and after nearly | hour of sporadic 
machine gun fire, four people in the house were killed. 
Neighbors told me that there seemed to be a running 
battle between armed men who arrived in a Volkswagen 
minibus and the residents of the house. There were 
sporadic exchanges of automatic rifle fire and some 
small explosions heard by people about | km away. At 
0700 this morning, the house was cordoned off by police 
and an abandoned minibus without registration plates, 
apparently used by the raiders, was parked 200 meters 
away in the bush. A bystander who lives a few houses 
away told me he heard a helicopter at 0215 this morning, 
leading to speculation that the raiders were rescued by 
the South African Air Force. 


So, there were four dead in the raid in the early hours of 
this morning on the house in Gaborone. On the line, 
Robin White asked Botswana’s Foreign Minister Gaosi- 
twe Chiepe what the nationality was of the victims. 


[Begin recording] [Chiepe] Two are definitely Batswana. 
One is South African, a refugee. The fourth person, we 
are still finding her identity. 


[White] Now, the one is South African. Does he have any 
connections with the ANC that you know of? 


[Chiepe] (?Not) to my knowledge. Ail that we have found 
out is that he was a refugee. 


[White] I gather that you yourself have been down to the 
scene? 


[Chiepe] Yes, I have. 
[White] And what is the scene? 


[Chiepe] It is shocking. Apparently these South African 
soldiers walked in and shot at these people sleeping and 
then they poured petrol into the house and set it on fire. 
The windows are shattered; the walls are cracked. The 
house will have to be demolished to be rebuilt. I don’t 
think it can be repaired and be a safe house. 


[White] Do you know how the South Africans got in and 
how they got out? 
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[Chiepe] No, we don’t know. All we know is that they 
were there and when they tried to get out in a Volkswa- 
gen kombi [van] it was stopped by a tree stump and they 
must have just walked out into the bush and the border 
is not very far; they could get back to it. 


[White] I gather that some people did hear a helicopter 
or something? 


[Chiepe] Yes, we hear of a helicopter, but the police have 
not found anybody who actually could give them any 
proof. We are still investigating. 


[White] Now, have you made any representative to the 
South African Government yet? 


[Chiepe] Not yet, and it is shocking that the South 
Africans can delight in telling the world that they made 
this attack when they attack innocent people in their 
sleep and then burn them so that they are unidentifiable. 


[White] I believe the South Africans think that there is 
some connection between this house and the people in it 
and an attack along the Botswana border by the ANC last 
year? 


[Chiepe] We didn’t know anything about this attack until 
we saw their statement today, and even their statement 
does not explain how they are connected with the house, 
because their statement says three ANC guerrillas were 
killed. Now, if they were killed they cculdn’t tell tales. 


[White] So, why do you think the South Africans might 
have launched this latest attack? 


[Chiepe] Oh, they do that all the time. Any time they feel 
like amusing themselves, they attack us. [end recording] 


Mozambique 


Chissano Departs on Latin America Visit 
MB290625 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] Yesterday, President Joaquim Alberto Chissano 
left Maputo for an official visit to Argentina at the 
invitation of Raul Alfonsin, the Argentine head of state. 


The Mozambican president is accompanied by Cooper- 
ation Minister Jacinto Veloso; Foreiga Affairs Minister 
Pascoal Mocumbi; and Health Minister Fernando Vaz, 
as well as other government officials. 


President Joaquim Chissano will be in Argentina until 
31 March. Mozambique’s presidential delegation will 
then pay an official visit to Cuba at the invitation of 
Fidel Castro, the Cuban leader. After that, the Mozam- 
bican head of state will go to Nicaragua on an official 
visit at the invitation of President Daniel Ortega. 
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Ex-MNR Official Continues News Conference 
MB260948 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1800 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Second part of report on news conference by former 
Renamo member Paulo Oliveira with unidentified 
reporters in Maputo on 23 March—passages within 
quotation marks recorded] 


[Text] [Reporter] “I would like to know whether you 
know of any Portuguese journalists who work for the 
armed bandits? Who are the ones paid by South Africa?” 


[Oliveira] “‘Well, journalist Ricardo de Mello, who 
worked for Lisbon radio and is very close to Evo 
Fernandes. He currently owns the Lisbon magazine, 
AFRICA POST. There are strong indications that the 
funds used to open the magazine were provided by Evo 
Fernandes himself. The budget sum was about 800 
contos. [1 conto equals |,000 escudos] He is one of the 
journalists closely linked to the organization.” 


The murder of Orlando Cristina, a former general secre- 
tary of the organization, was discussed during the press 
conference. 


[Oliveira] “With regard to the death of Orlando Cristina, 
I believe that it was provoked, specifically, by the South 
African military services at a time when Orlando 
Cristina was no longer serving the goals of South Africa’s 
military intelligence. 


“Afterward, the South Africans were concerned about 
(?installing) Evo Fernandes as general secretary. As I said 
earlier, Colonel Fernando Ramos, a member of the 
Portuguese Armed Forces. was in Pretoria. Pilot Joao 
Quental and Antero Machado, another Portuguese from 
Johannesburg, also had a different view. Attempts were 
being made to install Antero Machado as the new general 
secretary. However, the South African military services 
opted for Evo Fernandes.” 


[Reporter] “My question is as follows: Last week, 
Renamo pamphlets arrived at several Maputo mail box- 
es, sent from Lisbon. These pamphlets have a slightly 
different wording in that they speak of dissent. Appar- 
ently, the pamphlets were made by a dissident group 
which describes Renamo, Dhlakama, and so on, as 
murderers. Could you comment on that? My second 
question is whether you think there are other Renamo 
cadres like you who would be willing to surrender?” 


[Oliveira] ““About a month ago I saw a similar document. 
It was distributed to various news agencies. I am not sure 
whether the document came from elements linked to the 
armed groups in Lisbon or from any organization, such 
as the recently formed UNAMO [Mozambique National 
Union] which claims to oppose Renamo. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


“Regarding your second question, prior to my departure 
it was felt that several elements, not only in Lisbon but in 
other capitals, could be considering the prospects of 
returning to Maputo, thus completely severing their links 
with the armed group in view of the animosity among the 
different factions and South Africa’s monopoly over the 
armed group.” 


On the question of support by private U.S. nationals, 
Paulo Oliveira mentioned the names James Blanchard 
II], a businessman who supports the U.S.-based armed 
bandit faction; and Charles Cox, whom Paulo Oliveira 
believes is a person close to the U.S. administration and 
often bought air tickets for bandit members. Also, he 
said that Tom Schaaf was spending $5,000 per month on 
the armed bandit delegation in the United States. The 
money is provided by James Blanchard and the reaction- 
ary organization, Free Eagle. Paulo Oliveira confirmed 
that there was a meeting held at the White House in 1986 
between a bandit delegation, including Artur Janeiro da 
Fonseca and Jorge Correia, and Peter Buchanan [name 
as heard]. According to Paulo Oliveira, it might be James 
Blanchard who sponsors Francisco Nota Moises, the 
Organization’s secretary for information, who resides in 
Canada. Also, Paulo Oliveira mentioned attempts to 
establish contacts between the terrorist organization and 
the French Government and presidency. 


[Oliveira] “Well, other relations or attempts to establish 
relations of which I recently have become aware, were 
with people linked to the French Government and 
presidency. Recently, a French journalist from the right- 
wing newspaper, LE FIGARO, was in areas controlled by 
the armed groups. The armed group leader, Alfonso 
Dhlakama, asked the journalist to establish a link with 
(Jacques Foucard), who is French Prime Minister Jac- 
ques Chirac’s assistant for African affairs, and the 
French presidency’s ussistant for African affairs. When I 
came to Maputo | did not have any information about 
the French Government and presidency’s reaction to the 
missive from the armed groups.” 


The amnesty and pardon laws were mentioned at the 
news conference in order to find out what impact they 
had within the external wing of the armed bandits. 


[Oliveira] “I think that, at least among the Mozambicans 
who represent or assist the armed group in Lisbon, there 
are some who wou!.. willing to come back.” 


Relations between UNITA and the armed bandits who 
operate in Mozambique were also discussed at the news 
conference. 


[Oliveira] “The dispute between Renamo and UNITA 
dates back a long time. No official contact between the 
two movements, the two groups, has been allowed in 
Lisbon.” 
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Paulo Oliveira was asked to give evidence of South 
African involvement in the sabotage of the electrical 
pylons linking Cahora Bassa to South Africa. 


[Oliveira] “By 1983 I had seen in the South African 
of..ces that supported the armed group a number of 
photographs showing Cahora Bassa transmission lines 
and pylons that had been knocked down. At the time 
there was coordination between the South African mili- 
tary and the Renamo armed group to destroy the Cahora 
Bassa pylons and lines whenever necessary. Therefore, if 
the South African military wants it to, Cahora Bassa will 
operate. [words indistinct] also it will be very difficult to 
repair the lines. It all depends on the fulfillment of the 
South African commitment to rehabilitate the lines and 
the South African military's ability to implement the 
decision.” 


On the eve of the news conference, the current armed 
bandit delegate in Lisbon questioned Paulo Oliveira’s 
ability to talk about issues related to the organization, 
given the fact that he did not belong to its National 
Council. 


[Oliveira] “Well, Manuel Franque, who is now the 
armed group delegate in Lisbon, has been involved with 
Renamo only since 1985-86. He is not a member of the 
Renamo armed group’s so-called National Council 
either. Actually, Manuel Franque joined the armed 
group in 1985-86. I personally approached Manuel Fran- 
que. So, having been in the movement only 2 or 3 years, 
Manuel Franque cannot deny all my previous experi- 
ence, namely the collection of information over a period 
of 6 or 7 years. Franque is closely linked to the Evo 
Fernandes faction and the pro-South African line. I think 
he is worried about the outcome of this news conference. 
Moreover, it is Evo Fernandes who has been introducing 
Manuel Franque to the Portuguese media and several 
businessmen.” 


[Reporter] “(Words indistinct] linked to Ataide’s and 
Mateus Lopes’ faction. In view of their fate and the 
disputes within the movement, has there ever been any 
death threat against you? Who made it?” 


[Oliveira] “Well, there was no direct death threat as 
such, but rather small clues in Lisbon lately. They were 
given by the elements close to Evo Fernandes. One such 
case involved Chico Mascarenhas or Jose Gaspar Masca- 
renhas, and Ascencio de Freitas, who is a member of the 
delegation. 


“When I published the first issue of a so-called indepen- 
dent magazine in November 1986, there was an imme- 
diate reaction from the armed group leader, Alfonso 
Dhlakama. A message sent through the usual channels to 
Manuel Franque and mailed to me stated that it would 
be better to stop publishing the magazine.” 
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Paulo Oliveira referred to Malawi as a country which 
shuts its eyes and does not create problems for armed 
bandits who travel and live in its territory, provided that 
they are not too indiscrete. However, there were certain 
instances, such as the deaths of Joao Ataide and Mateus 
Lopes, which were beyond the control of the Malawian 
Government. 


Paulo Oliveira was then asked whether there have been 
contacts between banditry and any of the Portuguese 
Governments. 


[Oliveira] “No, there has never been any contact al a 
governmental level. There have only been contacts at the 
security services level.” 


The question of the organization’s political program was 
once again raised at the news conference. 


[Oliveira] “Since 1980, there has been a sort of abbrevi- 
ated political plan or political program, but it was never 
circulated and had no practical acceptance. The research 
department, which is led by Evo Fernandes, atiempted 
to draft a new constitution for the country. However, 
there was always the feeling that the movement, the 
organization, would never be able to provide the neces- 
sary cadres to implement or update those political plans. 
Basically, the (?organization’s) activities always have 
been based on military actions and the continuation of 
the conflict.” 


When Paulo Oliveira spoke about the armed bandit 
actions, the journalists wanted to know more about the 
Manjacaze and Homoine massacres. He said that he did 
not have a great deal of information on those massacres, 
but knew more about the massacres on National High- 
way No |. 


[Oliveira] “The largest massacre on National Highway 
No | was regarded in Lisbon as having been carried out 
by Renamo, using firearms and bladed weapons. In 
Lisbon, it was said that the massacre was caused by a 
lack of protection for the column, and that Renamo had 
information that the column would be traveling on that 
road. Renamo was attempting to isolate National High- 
way No | as part of a strategy to isolate the capital city, 
Maputo. 


“With regzrd to the Homoine massacre, | was Renamo 
delega‘e in Lisbon at the time. There were contradictory 
views about what had happened. So, the movement 
sought to deny any links with the event, but it lacked any 
theory about what happened. The movement, Renamo, 
was not unanimous in denying the accusations. Actually, 
there were guidelines coming from the armed groups and 
Dhiakama inside the country, stating that whenever 
there was a massacre, the delegations should immedi- 
ately deny it.” 


[Reporter] “Do you confirm that such massacres are 
continuously attributed to the Mozambican forces?” 
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[Oliveira] “The Renamo group always seeks to deny 
responsibility for this type of action.” 


Paulo Oliveira was asked if he knew the name, Vareia. 
He said he thought he was the leader of one of the armed 
gangs in southern Mozambique. 


[Oliveira] “He was in South Africa in 1983 and 1984. 
According to the latest information, he should be oper- 
ating in the southern region.” 


[Reporter] “In addition to what you (have stated), do 
you have any proof of Israeli involvement with the 
armed bandits?” 


[Oliveira] “At the annual meeting of former Mozambi- 
can residents 2 years ago, there was a black Mozambican 
who said that he had come from Israel. He had been 
working on the construction of an airstrip for an Air 
Force base. He said he knew that a few hundred Mozam- 
bicans were being trained in Israel. However, I have 
never had any personal knowledge of this.” 


[Reporter] “Could you talk about your involvement with 
the armed bandits? I only have two questions. What did 
you know about the training of armed bandits? What was 
your impression when you learned that Constantino Reis 
[former member of the Rebeldes do Aquario, Aquarium 
Rebels, dissident group who joined Renamo in 1982 and 
defected in 1984] was being held by the Mozambican 
authorities?” 


[Oliveira] “Well, I can answer your last question. At the 
time I was already in Lisbon and I don’t know what type 
of reaction it had inside Mozambique. I know that it 
caused some confusion or concern to Evo Fernandes, 
who was then general secretary. But in Lisbon no great 
importance was given to the affair. | met Constantino 
Reis personally at that farm [preceeding word in English] 
near Pretoria. Now, with regard to my experience during 
those 6 years; basically, | was working in the information 
and propaganda area.” 


A question was raised regarding the Pretoria tripartite 
talks, following the Nkomati Accord. The journalist 
wanted to know why the terrorist organization had 
withdrawn from the talks and whether a third country 
had interfered in that regard. 


[Oliveira] “I think your second question is linked to the 
first. I don’t think it is accurate to speak of a third 
country, or a Portuguese component as it has been 
reported. It was more a question of the South African 
military. The one who put an end to these talks was 
Dhlakama himself, as the supreme leader of the armed 
group. It was not Evo Fernandes. | believe that Evo 
Fernandes was caught by surprise. It was the South 
African military, through Dhlakama, that boycotted con- 
tinuation of the talks.” 
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The same journalist wanted to know why Paulo Oliveira 
joined the organization. 


[Oliveira] “Well, it was my intention eventually to return 
to Mozambique. After some time, I came to the conclu- 
sion that it would be absolutely impossible and wrong to 
do it through Renamo.” 


Could you mention Portuguese political parties, individ- 
uals, and enterprises supporting Renamo. 


[Oliveira] “Well, currently there is no support coming 
from any Portuguese party to Renamo. There could be 
support from some militants. Many of them lived in 
Mozambique and could sympathize with Rernamo. I 
believe that all big Portuguese parties have already 
distanced themselves from Renamo. As for business- 
men, I could cite Manuel Bulhosa. Right from the time I 
was Renamo’s representative, he provided some funds to 
Renamo and continues, as he has been doing for a long 
time, to make payments to Evo Fernandes.” 


Elsewhere in the press conference, a journalist asked 
Paulo Oliveira if he knew Domingos Tchau Joao, 
recently detained by the Portuguese police. The same 
journalist also wanted to know what happened to the 
Bomba brothers. 


[Oliveira] “Domingos Tchau Joao is one of the elements 
who wanted to join Renamo’s representation in Lisbon. 
However, his behavior later proved not to be the best, 
since he is currently detained in Lisbon charged with 
fraud against the Portuguese Foreign Ministry. This was 
another (?blemish) on the representation of the armed 
group in Lisbon, since the individual was detained for a 
common crime. 


“As for the Bomba brothers, all I know is that both of 
them were killed. Boaventura Bomba was killed by the 
South African military inside South Africa, while his 
brother, pilot Adriano Bomba, was killed inside Mozam- 
bique by Renamo.” 


Paulo Oliveira was then asked about the resignation of 
Evo Fernandes as general secretary of the organization 
and the sacking of Jorge Correia as representative in 
Lisbon. 


[Oliveira] “When Evo Fernandes arrived in Lisbon in 
July 1986 he spoke about the increasing racism within 
the armed group, which led to his resignation. He even 
went so far as to say that he did not see a bright future for 
the movement and that little by little he would try to 
distance himself from Renamo. However, from the mid- 
die of 1987 to 1988, one could see Evo Fernandes’ point 
of view being strengthened, and it is believed that the 
South Africans exerted pressure to ensure that it would 
prevail. 
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“As for Jorge Correia, when Evo Fernandes resigned as 
general secretary, Correia tried to assume the post. 
However, there had been many attempts by Evo Fer- 
nandes and Artur Janeira da Fonseca to isolate Jorge 
Correia completely.” 


Paulo Oliveira was then asked what happened at a 
meeting held at the White House in Washington in 
August 1986 when various elements of banditry were 
received by Peter Buchanan. The same journalist also 
wanted to know if the attacks inside Zimbabwe were part 
of the South African strategy in the region. 


{Oliveira] “As for the meeting at the White House, this 
was attended by Artur Janeiro da Fonseca and Jorge 
Correia. The two visited the United States without the 
authorization of Dhlakama. It was described as a prema- 
ture visit. 


“With regard to incidents near the border with Zimba- 
bwe, I would say that since 1983 I have observed that 
there were also Zimbabwean elements at the farms 
[preceeding word in English] near Pretoria where ele- 
ments of the armed group were based. It was specifically 
in 1986 when Jorge Correia visited the United States 
with Artur Janeiro da Fonseca that a meeting was held 
with Sithole’s group, with Ndabaningi Sithole [president 
of the Zimbabwe National African Union] aimed at 
drawing up a strategy, an agreement between the two 
armed groups. Correia said on the occasion that there 
already was a green light from a South African brigadier 
whom he did not identify.” 


What is the influence of the [words indistinct] on the 
armed bandits [words indistinct]? 


[Oliveira] ““Well, I think this influence is in some way 
limited by the South Africans. Today, the U.S. official 
interest in the Renamo armed group is directed toward 
obtaining information on Dhlakama, Evo Fernandes, 
and South African Brigadier Charlie van Niekerk, 
because they think that Alfonso Dhlakama is controlled 
by the South African Armed Forces lobby, as is Evo 
Fernandes.” 


Having distanced yourself from armed banditry and 
handed yourself to the Mozambican authorities, does 
this mean that [words indistinct]? 


[Oliveira] “Since August 1987, I have not been a repre- 
sentative of the armed group. On 27 October 1987, I 
informed che head of the armed group that he should no 
longer count on me for any «nd of engagement in the 
activities of or support for the group. Earlier this year, I 
had high-levei contacts with officials of the Mozambican 
Government in Lisbon, where I expressed my desire to 
return to Mozambique and make what contribution I 
could.” 


How do you want to [words indistinct]? 
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[Oliveira] “Well, this depends entirely on the Mozambi- 
can authorities.” 


You have been in the armed bandit ranks for 7 years. 
Does your desertion mean that you have reached the 
conclusion that they have no future? | would also like to 
know whether you know anything about the looting of 
ivory in Gorongosa, which is illegally trafficked abroad. 


[Oliveira] “Shortly before I ceased to be the representa- 
tive of the armed group, I reached the conclusion that it 
would be impossible for the armed group to achieve any 
political goal except for the violence of war. This belief 
became stronger as I talked with Mozambicans in Lisbon 
after I ceased to be the representative, and I distanced 
myself from the movement. 


“With regard to ivory, a message passed through my 
hands alluding to white material, in other words ivory, 
which was expected to transit Malawi and then to be 
transported to Lisbon. | do not know the quantity 
involved.” 


If it is true that Evo Fernandes is a South African man, 
how is it that they were unable to prevent his being 
isolated; and who has a stronger voice in the movement? 


[Oliveira] “Well, Evo Fernandes said himself that the 
South Africans had not reacted, that they would wait and 
see before making any decision. However, it appears 
that, after 2 years, the South Africans once agz2in con- 
sider Evo Fernandes as very important. They consider 
him to be crucial and are pressing for his elevation, 
although Evo Fernandes does not have an important 
post within the armed group. After all, he is what in 
politics one calls an eminence grise—not in the regime, 
but rather within the armed group.” 


Which wing do you think is leading everything now? Is 
the South African wing still as strong as it has been since 
1980, or do you think there are other involvements, such 
as the Americans and so on? 


[Oliveira] “I believe that the same South African wing 
continues to direct the whole process. As I said earlier, 
the Americans apparently were unable to gain influ- 
ence.” 


Returning to the issue you touched on earlier, that is, the 
issue of the Bomba brothers, I don’t know whether you 
know that there is another Bomba currently living in 
Swaziland, claiming to occupy a high post in Swaziland. 
Are you aware of that? 


[Oliveira] “No, I have never met him and have never 
heard of him. All I know is that the other two Bomba 
brothers were accused by the South Africans of being 
involved in the death, in the murder, of Orlando 
Cristina. It was believed that the plan was for Boaven- 
tura Bomba to tecome general secretary and for Dhla- 
kama to be eliminated and replaced by Adriano Bomba. 
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However, | think it was just a way of mahi.g them 
scapegoats in the murder of Orlando Cristina. As regards 
the death of the two Bombas, the South Africans would 
come out of it more or less clean.” 


What was the first reaction of the Renamo representa- 
tion in Lisbon after the promulgation of the law of 
amnesty and pardon? Second, what are the essential 
political contradictions within Renamo? 


[Oliveira] “As for the first part of your question, I had 
already left Renamo when the |.w was approved. | think 
that the law is not very well kaown by people in Lisbon. 
It is possible that soon there will be elements who will be 
unhappy with the situation and will decide to return to 
Maputo. 


“As for contradictions, I think that we cannot speak so 
much of political contradictions because there has never 
really been any political program. We can speak of 
contradictions caused by influence, each representation 
being influenced by one or another country.” 


Paulo Oliveira was then asked what was the position of 
Luis Seraj\iao in the criminal organization. 


[Oliveira] “Weil, Luis Serapiao is an element who is 
connected with the U.S. component, connected with 
Tom Schaaf, connected with Free the Eagle. He operates 
in the installations of Tom Schaaf. Currently, | think 
Luis Serapiao is more or less in a secondary posiiion 
within the armed group in view of the ascension of the 
pro-South African component.” 


Republic of South Africa 


Malan Praises ‘Pre-emptive’ Action Against ANC 
MB281550 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1548 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town March 28 SAPA—With the informa- 
tion at his disposal, it could be stated without doubt that 
the action in Gaborone this morning resulted in the 
prevention of killing and maiming innocent people at a 
later stage, the minister of defence, General Magnus 
Malan, said today. 


In a statement released here, he said the SADF could be 
congratulated with this effective pre-emptive action in 
the interest of South Africa and its people. 


“It is the policy of the SA Government to cembat terror, 
wherever it may occur. In this case, terrorists originating 
from Zimbabwe and Zambia used Bots~ana 4s transit. 


“The action was like a surgeon’s incision against the 
ANC, with minimum force to achieve maximum advan- 


tage. 
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“The action was not aimed at the government or the 
peo;e of the state concerned. It is the declared policy of 
the SA Government that it prefers a policy of peace and 
cooperation with its neighbours. The daily traffic in 
terms of trade and support in many fields, 1s a practical 
example thereof,” Generai Malan said. 


“The SA Government has on numerous occasions stated 
that the export of revolution from neighbouring coun- 
tries 1S totally unacceptable. The government is aware 
that these deeds are launched from neighbouring states. 
often with the silent approval of the governments con- 
cerned. 


“The ANC is not only allowed to \‘reely move about, but 
the local population is used as a shield behind which the 
ANC can then hide. The so-called political haven which 
is offered to the ANC, also implies the presence of 
terrorist activities. The population cannot be pushed to 
the fore to protect terror.” 


The attack on a house in a Gaborone suburb resulted in 
the death of a South African man, two Batswana women 
and a third woman whose nationality had not been 
identified, according to Botswana President Mr Quett 
Masire. 


The SADF have admitted responsibility for the attack. 


Tutu Condemns Gaborone Raid 
MB281743 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1742 GMT 
28 Mar 88 


[SAPA PR Wire Service; Issued by: Churcii of the 
Province} 


[Text] Cape Town—Archbishop Desmond Tutu of Cape 
Town tonight condemned the SADF raid on Botswana, 
saying South African troops were becoming known as the 
“bully boys of the sub-continent.” 


He said in a statement issued in Cape Town: “I condemn 
today’s SADF raid on Botswana, just as I condemn all 
acts of violence in southern Africa. 


“If the attack was designed as a response to some action 
by the ANC, then it is to be deplored—such tit-for-tat 
reszonses only create more violence. If it was carried out 
without provocation, then it is all the more deplorable 


“South African troops are becoming known as the sub- 
continent’s bully boys. If the government would only 
stop fiddling aro::nd with its talk of sham negotiations, 
which we have seen in the past few days, and start proper 
negotiations aimed at a real solution, the so!diers could 
stay at home with their wives and families and we could 
send development aid to neighbouring countries 
instead.” 
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Chikane Deplores Raid 
WBOS1714 Johanneshure SAP A in Enelish 1708 GWT 
28 Var AS 


[Text] Johannesburg March 28 SAPA—The SADF 
attack in Botswana today was “a shametu! and flagrant 
abuse of human mghts and the respect of territornal 
boundaries of neighbouring countries”. the Reverend 
Frank Chikane, president of the South African Counct! 
of Churches, said in a statement today. “The military 
actions of the state and its ever increasing use of violence 
has caused a reaction of violence that will lead to an ever 
increasing loss of lives.” the statement said 


“The bomb attack in Krugersdorp’s magrstrate’s court 1s 
one of those unfortunate events which are part of this 
unwarranted spiral of + :olence 


“We are also concerned about the attack on Popo 
Molefe’s house by unidentifiable white men who have 
not been traced thus far 


“We condemn the attack on innocent people and the 
lack of respect for human lives. Such an attack sends 
rmpples of torture and anguish beyond the borders of 
South Africa, and yet the root of all this bloodshed 1s 
apartheid. 

“There can be no peace in South “ca until apartheid 1s 
removed once and fer aii. We ci = upon P_W. Botha to 
Stop this spiral of violence by acgotiating with the 
legitimate leaders of this country”, Rev Chikane said 


ANC Representative Killed in Paris 
40291210 Paris AFP in Enelish 1204 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Paris, March 29 (Al*’P)}—Dulcie September, 
the representative in France, Switzerland and Luxem- 
bourg of South Africa’s banned African National Con- 
gress (ANC) was found shot dead here Tuesday. police 
said. She had been shot at icast twice mn the face 


An ANC colleague, Maurice Cukierman, told AFP that 
she had received threats and been followed in the past 
few days. 


He said the French Interior Ministry had been informed. 


“We had warned French authorities that South Africa 
was preparing to carry out assassinations in Europe.” Mr 
Cukrerman. who 1s the ANC’s treasurer in Paris, added. 


He said that Mrs September had received several warn- 
ings from the Interior Ministry for joming in anti- 
apartheid demonstrations outside the South African 
Embassy in the French canital. 


French police said Mrs September was killed as she was 
entering her office on the fourth floor of a building ir. 
northeast Paris between nine and 10 a.m. Six .22 caliber 
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cartridge cases were found at the scene. The killer fired 
as she had her key in the lock. and still had her mail in 
her hand. Nobody reported hearing the shots 


A pohceman at the scene said the killing had been 
carned out by “professionals.” [passage omitted] 


Meanwhile, the leader of ihe French Communnrst Party. 
Georges Marchars. and the party's candidate im the 
upcoming presidential clections, Andre Lajoinie, 
accused the French Government of being “responsible” 
for the killing. 


The government, t.:cy sand after visiting the scene of the 
shooting. “has not done what should in the fight 
against apartheid..and assassins can come here with 
impunity.” 


ANC Says Assassination Warnings U nheeded by V est 
WB291329 Umtiata Captial Radio in English 
1300 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Text] The ANC says Western governments have been 
warned of threats to lives of its senior members. Peta 
Thornicroft reports from Harare 


{Th smicrofi} The ANC said it has been warning Western 
governments that its personnel were in danger. but no 
one has taken any notice. Dulcie September was man- 
handled physically twice in 1986 and had reported both 
incidents to the police in Paris, where she had been 
working since 1983. The ANC said its members in 
Canada, America, Australia, Rome, Bonn, and Stock- 
holm have all been threatened recently and. said the 
ANC, it was clear more people were going to die if the 
threats were ignored. Ms September. originally from the 
Cape. worked in the Treasury in Lusaka before being 
posted as chief representative to France. The last ANC 
diplomat to be assassinated was Mr (Joe Carby), the 
ANC’s top chief representative to Zimbabwe. 


CSIR Officials Discuss Satellite Proposals 
WB291046 Johanneshure Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1830 GMT 28 Mar &* 


[Interview » th Dr Brian Clark, Council for Scientific 
and Industrial Research (CSIR) vice president, and 
Willem Botha, CSIR satellite administration center 
manager, by Koliec van Koller on the “Network™ pro- 
gram, date not given—recorded] 


{Text} [Van Koller] Earlier 1 was reported that the CSIR 
iS investigating the feasibility of a South African space 
program. With us in the studio are two members of the 
CSIR’s investigating team, Dr Brian Clark and Mr 
Willem Botha. Gentlemen, good evening and welcome to 
“Network”. The time allotted for the assignment you 
have to carry out seems a bit short. What can one deduce 
from this” 
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[Clark] The 6 months will be a very busy period for us. 
The most important thing is that the CSIR has a broad 
technological base. South Africa has already created a 
broad technological base. 


[Van Koller] In other words, it must be put together. 
[Dr Clark] Absolutely! 
[Van Koller] Can it be done in » months, Mr Botha” 


[Botha] Well, as Dr Clark said, ts a tremendous 
assignment, but I think as a result of our long association 
with space research we have the necessary technology to 
do it. 


[Van Koller] Where are we heading with this program? 


[Clark] If we look at the past 30 years, and if we look at 
other countries’ space programs, there ts a natural pro- 
cess of development in any country’s space program, 
beginning with an interest in space activities, the recep- 
tion of data direct from a satellite. We have already 
reached that stage in South Africa. The next point is the 
evaluation of, and a decision on, what will be the best for 
us in South Africa 'n the long terrn. 


[Van Kolles} What do you mean by long term” 


[Clark] Here we think in terms of the next 10, 20, 30 
years, that in South Africa we must develop cur own 
satellite capacity. 


[Van Koller] Is it necessary, Mr Botha? There are exist- 
ing satellite systems which we use. Do we need another 
one? 


[Botha] Kolie, | wonder if I may answer this question, in 
an indirect manner. You know, since the ‘aunching of 
Sputnik I, thousands of satellites have been launched. 
Space gives one a good perspective of Earth and an 
unhindered view of the universe. Since that time, man’s 
knowledge of his planet Earth has increased. This 
increase in knowledge will double before the end of the 
derade. It could mean a lot for southern Africa, which 
h2s a large population. There is great pressure on natural 
resources. There is a scarcity of water, agricultuyal land, 
and grazing lands. ! think space technology directed at 
southern Africa will definitely contribute to the quality 
of life in the region. 


[Van Koller] Mr Botha, you talk of southern Afnca. How 
wide 1s your research” 


[Botha] The important point is that South Africa has 
made a choice of a system—iet's say we have d-veloped 
our own satellite launching capacity over a period of 
years—then it would be a unique advantage for us, and 
the marketing of that system and technology in Africa 
will be an exceptional opportunity. 
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[Van Koller] Dr Clark. can we launch our own satellite” 


[Clark] The important point is that at this stage we do 
not have that capability. It is part of the study at which 
we have to look. 


[Van Koller] But, we can develop that capability in ume? 
[Clark] I am certain of that. 


[Ven Koller] You speak of a broad basis of technology 
already existing in South Africa. Does it mean that we 
have to import technology if we launch this program” 


[Clark] I think it is very impe-rtant to realize that we will 
have to reinvent the wheel. The important point ts that 
we already have a set of extensive contacts in the outside 
world in space research and space activities im general. 
We will have to use it to give us an advantage in ali fields. 


[Van Koller] When can we use such a satellite if the 
program continues, Mr Botha? 


[Botha] It is difficult to speculate for the research 
group... 


[Van Koller, interrupting] Yes. naturally, but just an 


[Botha] ! think that satellites which can be looked at are 
ones with practical applications. For example, meterolo- 
gical satellites and, finally, radar satellite. T hese satcllites 
are not hindered by clouds and are the only methods by 
which we can track sea conditions. The future will give 
us the opportunity to contribute to sea and sea currents 
monitoring. 


[Van Koller] How high above South Africa will such a 
satellite orbit? 


[Clark] The important thing is that the height will 
depend on the amount of fuel used at launching. At this 
Stage, it is likely that we will go for a very low orbiting 
satellite. 


[Van Koller] Is there a need in southern Africa? We are 
living in an unsuphisticated environment. |s there a need 
for such a sophisticated approach in communications 
and science? 


[Clark] It is very interesting because it stretches much 
further than in just this application. In South Africa we 
have First and Third World components and, therefore. 
there is a constant demand for high and low technology. 
It could also be applied to education. India has defined 
the role of education in their space program. They hired 
a satellite from the United States, but their own saiellite 
program has been founded on educational activity ema- 
nating from satellites. 
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[Van Koller] We have to finish. When can we talk avout 
such a thing? How long will it take, if the government 


gives you the green light? 


{Clark} I think from a technological point it is accepted 
that to develop a scientific satellite for launching would 
ake about 5 years. It could be done in a shorter period if 
you have had enouga experience. Five years would be 
the minimum time required. 


[Van Koller] Quickly, about microwave use in South 
Africa, does it mean that it must become obsolete? 


[Botha] Definitely not. It forms an integral part of 
widespread communications. 


[Yan Koller] | do not want you to get ahead of the 
investigation, Dr Clark, but can it work? 


[Clark] | am convinced it can, but the important thing 
will be that we make the right decisions so that we can 
work effectively to gain the most advantages from space 
for all South Africans. 


[Van Koller] Thank you very much for your partcipa- 
tion and good luck. 


Commentary Discusses Legacy of Religious Freedom 
MB290527 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 29 Mar 88 


[Station con:mentary] 


[Text] The present friction between certain church lead- 
ers and the state is receiving massive media coverage. so 
much so that there is a danger that the role of the church 
in South Africa and the position occupied by clergymen 
in our society will be distorted out of 2!! proportion. 


South Africa has a long tradition of religious freedom. as 
exemplified, amongst many historical Jevelopments, in 
this tricentennial year of the arrival of the French 
Huguenots as refugees from religious persecution in 
Europe. The comm‘tment to a Christian society is 
enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic, the pre- 
amble to which states that Christian values and civilized 
norms will ve upheld, and that freedom of worship will 
be recognized and proiected. Ministers of the church 
occupy a position of respect in our society, and apart 
from their many ecclesiastical functions, are often called 
upen by their communities to serve on educational, 
welfare, and other public bodies. 


The importance of the church in the daily liie of the 
country is further underlined by the extensive scheduling 
of church services and religious programs on al! the 
services of the South African Broadcasting Corporation. 


Churches and individual clergymen have ful! freedom in 
South Africa to fulfill their prozhetic mission. Despite 
this, some church leaders choose to talk gloomily of a 
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church-state confrontatics. In actual fact, -nany 
churches consult regularly with the government on mat- 
ters of national importance and the welfare of their 
members. On occasion, consultation takes place at the 
highest level. For example. the state president met three 
church delegates on a single day in August 1985. Earlier 
that year, President Botha was given a warm welcome 
when he spoke to three million adherents of the Zion 
Christian Church ai Moria. 


It is against this background that statements musi be 
assessed, such as that of the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops Conference, that the state 1s intent on ope 
confrontation with the church. There are, in Sc 
Africa, no manifestations of a state confrontation 

the church, as such confrontation has typically 
witnessed in so many countnes around the world. 


For example, it is not necessary for missionaries to 
emuggle Bibles into South Africa, as th.y need to do in 
Eastern Europe. It has not been necessary for a whole 
religious community to flee across the *urders uf South 
Africa to escape government persecution, as has hap- 
pened in Zambia and cisewhere. South Africa has not 
seen churches plundered and burned down, as gcvern- 
ment soldiers have done in Angola. 


There are in South Africa, a small band of political 
clergymen who appear bent on provoking a confronta- 
tion. They represent neither the largest churches in the 
country, nor the majority of Christians, for whom free- 
dom of worship is a right that they enjoy to the full and 
will continue to enjoy as citizens of South Africa. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 28 Mar 
MB290620 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0616 GMT 
29 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 29 SAPA—Following is the over- 
night unrest report issued by the SAP public relations 
division: 


“At Pefferville Coloured residential area (East London), 
a group of Co.oureds attacked a special constable and 
attempted to cob him of his shotgun. He allegedly fired 
three rounds in self-defence and one of his attackers, a 
Coioured man, was fatally wounded. 


“At Mamelodi (Pretoria), a Wack man was shot and 
fatally wounded whilst standing outside his house. His 
attackers, two unknown black men, fled. 


“At Mpumalanga (Hammarsdale), a policeman was shot 
and wounded in his arm by an unknown gurman. The 
incident occurred whilst the member was talking to a 
member of the puolic at the latter's house.” 
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Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB291003 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN on NP-CP Political ‘Battle’ — The page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 
28 March says: “The battle lines are clearly drawn. It is 
either the NP or the CP. The parties to the left—the 
Progressive Federal Party, the Independent Party and 
the National Democratic Movement—have no chance 
whatsoever of being an alternative government. And as 
the government will determine the future, it is important 
that it should be a reformist one—a government that can 
bring about a dispensation that will provide for the 
political aspirations of the blacks, without letting the 
whites and other minority groups be overwhelmed.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Movement to Left of NP — Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 29 March says in 
a page 8 editorial, we are watching the “gradual coales- 
cence of a new set of political forces among whites to the 
left of the National Party. Its discernible elements at this 
stage include the Malan independents, representing Afri- 
kanerdom’s semi-religious social democrats; Worrall, 
representing the more conservative anti-apartheid 
whites; the PFP; and the extra-parliamentary coalition 
consisting of IDASA [Institute for a Democratic Alter- 
native for South Africa], the Five Freedoms Forum and 
the Black Sash, elements of the UDF, and various other 
groups whose political character is a matter for debate.” 
“With Worrall cruising these muddy waters like an 
amorous shark, ambitious young PFP members need to 
get moving if they, too, are to avoid being swallowed.” 


SOWETAN Decries NP Pre-Election Tactics — Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN in English on 29 March states the 
following: “Yesterday morning, on the eve of the by- 
election in Randfontein today, the South African 
Defense Force went into Botswana and killed people it 
called ‘terrorists.’ In February, on the eve of the by- 
elections in Standerton and Schweizer-Reneke, 17 anti- 
government organisations were virtually banned and an 
18th was restricted. In April 1987, on the eve of the May 
general elections, a car bomb killed three people in 
Gaborone. Is it just a coincidence these things happen on 
the eve of elections in which verkrampte [ultraconserva- 
tive] Conservative Party is expected to do well?” 


CAPE TIMES Notes Government ‘Abuse’ of Power — A 
page 6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
on 25 March observes that “an unwholesome trend of 
authoritarianism” is “gathering pace in South Africa.” 
“Each day it seems there are further instances of the 
abuse of power by the executive government and its 
officers. There are inroads into the authority and juris- 
diction of the Supreme Court, furthermore, and ever- 
widening restrictions on the public’s right to know what 
is going on in the country.” “If the courts are to be 
circumvented by executive action and the newspapers 
are to be muzzled, it will remain for members of Parlia- 
ment to stand up for the rights of a free people. With 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


more and more power centred in an imperial presidency, 
the appropriate time for calling the government to 
account will be the debate on the vote of the state 
president.” 


NAMIBIAN: Government's Notion of Democracy Ques- 
tioned — Gwen Lister writes in the “Political Perspec- 
tive” column on page 8 of Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN 
in English for 25 March-1 April that Administrator 
General Louis Pienaar’s “rhetoric at a press conference 
this week, to the effect that the South African Govern- 
ment wanted to achieve a wider measure of democracy 
(!) in Namibia, makes one wonder just what they’ve got 
up their sleeves right now. The only ‘democracy’ they’re 
really interested in, is elected ethnic representatives to 
ensure ‘minority rights’, and that is where it stops. True 
democracy certainly isn’t their thing.” 


‘Selective Justice’ Criticised — “It is blatantly obvious 
that the selective ‘justice’ emanating from the Union 
Buildings in Pretoria, and which has affected so many 
South Africans, is now part of life in Namibia too,” notes 
the page 9 editorial. “By banning the ‘Shifidi trial’, 
Botha has made an utter mockery of the legal system.” 
“In preventing the trial from proceeding, and crippling 
the course of justice in the process, one cannot avoid 
wondering just how damning the evidence really was.” 


BEELD on Secrecy Surrounding ‘Windhoek Six’ — A 
page 10 editorial in Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 


on 28 March comments on the trial of the “Windhoek 
Six”, saying that according to “Article 103 of the 
Defense Act such a trial can be terminated, without 
supplying reasons, by the state president. This is not the 
first time that it has been done. However, this does not 
mean that the public should be kept in the dark about it. 
Last week BEELD tried unsuccessfully to obtain more 
information about the matter. This makes it impossible 
to counter the claims of the left-wing jurists and lawyers. 
This is probably also the reason why jurists who have a 
more balanced political view have not spoken out on the 
matter. This is a case which demands that the govern- 
ment be more open and take the public into its confi- 
dence.” 


BURGER on ANC, PAC Aims — A page 16 editorial in 
Cape Town DIE BURGER in Afrikaans on 25 March 
says “the hard core of organizations such as the ANC, 
the PAC, and the SACP cannot be regarded purely as 
idealists. For them, the so-called liberation struggle 
involves the takeover of power in South Africa. To 
achieve this they have no qualms about employing 
violence.”” However, the editorial points out that “vic- 
tory a la the ANC, PAC, and the SACP recipe is not 
around the corner. But supposing there is the dawning of 
such a victory, there will certainly be no paradise, but a 
fate probably worse than that which awaited the Rhode- 
sian bush fighters.” 
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Swaziland 


Police Arrest ANC Suspect on Weapons Charge 
MB28 1414 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1400 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] A South African man suspected of being an ANC 
member has been arrested in Swaziland. He is one of two 
people arrested by Swazi police in two separate incidents 
over the weekend for illegal possession of arms of war 
and ammunition. Police have confirmed a South African 
was arrested in Mbabane after being found in possession 
of an AK-47 assault rifle, a number of hand grenades, a 
pisto], and a quantity of ammunition. The other man, 
said to be a Swazi, was found with a pistol. 


Zimbabwe 


Armed Men Attack, Burn Matabeleland Farm 
MB281621 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Armed men have attacked a farmhouse in Zim- 
babwe’s Province of Matabeleland. Livestock was killed, 
workers assaulted, and the farmhouse burnt down. It was 
the first major attack since the unity accord between 
President Mugabe and Joshua Nkomo was signed 3 
months ago. It was hoped that the agreement would end 
such attacks, many of whicii were blamed on dissident 
supporters of Joshua Nkomo’s ZAPU Party. From Bula- 
wayo Colette Nkala cabled this report: 


[Nkala] According to farmworkers, 12 men, 2 of them 
armed with AK-47 rifles and others with axes, arrived at 
the farm last Thursday night and assaulted the workers. 
The attackers then ordered the workers to herd cattle 
into dipping tanks. According to the workers, the men 
then hacked to death 32 cattle and 2 horses. The incident 
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occurred in the (?7Khami) district south of Bulawayo at a 
farm owned by Bulawayo businessman Chuck Connerly. 
After killing the cattle and the horses, the men set ablaze 
the farmhouse and a tractor and left without saying a 
word. 


This is the first attack by armed men since the unity 
agreement between the ruling ZANU-PF and ZAPU 
parties was signed last December. It is, however, not 
clear whether the attackers were dissidents or criminals. 
But sources say the attackers could have collaborated 
with squatters in the area. 


Home Affairs Minister Moven Mahachi said the police 
were still investigating. 


Nyerere, Mugabe Discuss South-South Cooperation 
MB281723 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] Tanzania’s former president and chairman of the 
South-South Commission, Comrade Julius Nyerere, 
today briefed the president, Comrade Robert Mugabe, 
who is the current chairman of the Nonaligned Move- 
ment, on the operations of the commission. Comrade 
Nyerere, who arrived in Harare this morning, also 
handed over two documents prepared by the commis- 
sion to President Mugabe. The first outlines the aims 
and objectives of the commission, while the second 
document discusses guidelines on how to resolve the 
debt problem. 


Before coming to Zimbabwe, Comrade Nyerere made a 
stopover in the Zambian capital, Lusaka, where he 
briefed President Kaunda about the commission’s oper- 
ations. 


Meanwhile, Comrade Nyerere has left for Tanzania. He 
was seen off at Harare’s national airport by President 
Mugabe, cabinet ministers, and the Tanzanian high 
commissioner to Zimbabwe, Comrade Nimrod Mudoro. 
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Burkina Faso 


‘Text’ of Popular Front Action Program 
AB241728 Ouagadougou SIDWAYA in French 
11 Mar 88 pp 5-9 


[Popular Front Action Program; boldface passages as 
published] 


[Text] PRESENTATION [subhead] 


With the advent of the Popular Front on 15 October 
1987, it called upon the Burkinabe people to make an 
exhaustive and uncomplacent assessment of the 4 years 
of the democratic and popular revolution (achievements, 
shortcomings, and prospects). The results of this assess- 
ment exercise, which took place on 8, 9 and 10 January 
1988, provide essential material for the drawing up of 
the Patrotic Front’s Action Program. 


Drawing up a program is a matter of principle for every 
revolution. As a matter of fact, every revolution is 
subject to certain objective social laws which determine 
its nature and scope. Therefore, at each stage of the 
revolution, a program must be designed, taking into 
consideration the aspirations and demands of the 
oppressed social classes and strata of the period of time 
under consideration, while, at the same time, laying the 
material foundation for a qualitative leap forward. For 
revolutionaries, a program is a tool for the active mobi- 
lization of the masses of people on the basis of their 
interests and for the pursuance and deepening of the 
revolution. 


The drawing up of a program is a major task because the 
4 years of the revolutionary experiment irrefutably show 
that although the Political Orientation Speech is an 
important gain in terms of theory, it is not sufficient for 
the sustained mobilization of the masses and the deep- 
ening of the revolution. The Political Orientation Speech 
of 3 October 1983 charted the general orientation of the 
August Revolution. In this regard, it serves as the theo- 
retical basis of the present program but it does not 
contain concrete and practical political measures. 


The iack of a program, a tool for the mobilization and 
unification of revolutionaries, brought about deep dif- 
ferences with regard to the concrete measures to be taken 
concerning the general orientation of the revolution. The 
lack of a program was also the cause of opportunist 
mistakes which were vehemently denounced during the 
national conference in January 1988. 


The present action program is designed to contribute to 
the achievement of the strategic goal of the August 
Revolution, namely the edification of a people’s demo- 
cratic state. Consequently, it is an instrument for achiev- 
ing the unity of the people around the Popular Front 
against imperialism and all forms of domination; under- 
mining the economic, political, and ideological basis of 
agents of imperialism (comprador bourgeoisie, state 
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bourgeoisie, retrograde forces); working toward the birth 
of a national culture from the rich mixture of the cultures 
of all ethnic groups; creating conditions for securing a 
strategic alliance between the working class and farmers 
in order to establish the democratic dictatorship of 
workers and farmers; and creating the material, organi- 
zational, and political bases for progress to a qualita- 
tively superior stage. 


The realization of this program is incumbent, first of all, 
on all our people who should first count on their own 
forces, and then on the spirit of international solidarity 
between peoples and states. 


The Popular Front is aware that if the people are not well 
organized, they cannot be mobilized in a consistent way 
for the implementation of actions contained in this 
program and aiming at revolutionary changes. There- 
fore, drawing experience from the first 4 years of the 
revolution, the Patriotic Front views as a priority task 
the restructuring of the popular organizations. This is 
aimed at providing each social class and strata of the 
people with an appropriate organizational and mobiliza- 
tion framework for the revolutionary action. 


INTRODUCTION [subhead] 


The strategic aim of the August Revolution is to establish 
on the political front a people’s democratic state; on the 
economic front, an independent and prosperous econo- 
my; on the social front, a just society where social 
disparities will be reduced significantly; and on the 
cultural front, a national culture from the rich mixture of 
the cultures of the various ethnic groups in Burkina. The 
justness of these objectives stems from the democratic 
and popular nature of the August Revolution. 


The major contradiction that has cropped up in our 
society since the advent of neocolonialism and that 
constitutes a stage in the struggle of our people, is the 
contradiction between the class of exploiters and allies of 
imperialism (comprador bourgeoisie, state bourgeoisie, 
and retrograde forces), and the social classes and strata 
being exploited—those formed by the people (working 
class, farmers, and petty bourgeoisie). The removal of 
that major contradiction of our society lies in the strug- 
gle for the triumph and strengthening of the popular and 
democratic revolution conducted by the masses in their 
drive to have their own interests prevail. 


The Political Orientation Speech of 2 October 1983, a 
theoretical basis for the present Popular Front’s Action 
Program, defines the nature of the August Revolution, 
specifying that it is democratic because its prime tasks 
are the liquidation of imperialist domination and exploi- 
tation and the purging of rural areas of all forms of 
social, economic, and cultural obstacles that have main- 
tained the masses in a state of backwardness. 
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The August Revolution is also popular because the 
masses of the people are full-fledged parties to the 
revolutionary process and are consequent!y mobilizing 
around the democratic and revolutionary watchwords 
which translate into realities their own interests as 
opposed to the interests of the reactionary classes allied 
to imperialism. The popular nature of the August Rev- 
olution resides in the fact that the former state machin- 
ery is being replaced by a new machinery that can 
guarantee the exercise of power by the people for the 


people. 


The mobilization of our people to achieve the objectives 
outlined in the Political Orientation Speech has made it 
possible to win major victories on the political, econom- 
ic, social, and cultural fronts. 


The emergence within the leading organizations of an 
autocratic, militarist, and fascist ideology resulted in the 
blocking of the revolutionary transformation process. It 
also prompted movement towards the restoration of 
neocolonialism. Faced with this serious threat to liqui- 
date the August Revolution, loyal revolutionaries and 
our people launched the struggle against all forms of 
deviation. This struggle triumphed on 15 October 1987 
with the advent of the Popular Front which committed 
itself to rectifying the serious forms of deviation of the 
past in order to restore the correct political orientation of 
the August revolution. 


The rectification process is aimed at consolidating the 
democratic and popular revolution. It consists of a 
package of coherent actions in the field of revoiutionary 
political, economic, social, and cultural changes to be 
effected by the people under the leadership of the Pop- 
ular Front. 


POLITICAL SECTION [subhead} 
A. GENERAL OBJECTIVES: 


The August Revolution is a democratic and popular 
revolution which took over power from exploitive social 
classes and imperialist allies (comprador bourgeoisie, 
state bourgeoisie, retrograde forces) and passed it over to 
the exploited and dominated social classes (working 
classes, farmers, petty bourgeoisie) composed of the 
people of Burkina Faso. 


The political objective of the Democratic and Popular 
Revolution is to put thc power in the hands of the people 
and build a people’s democratic state by destroying the 
neocolonial state machinery. 


Since the advent of the 4 August democratic and popular 
revolution, the implementation of these objectives has 
been effected through the creation of Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution (CDR) as the framework for 
the exercise of popular power; the establishment of 
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popular tribunals in order to make justice truly popular; 
and reforms in the administration and in the Army in 
order to turn them into instruments in the service of the 


people. 


However, at the political level, these revolutionary trans- 
formation guidelines were not properly implemented. 


The appearance within the political leadership (the 
National Council of the Revolution) of a militarist and 
Fascist ideology led to autocratic deviations which 
stripped the people of their power and seriously endan- 
gered the August Revolution. 


The advent of the Popular Front on 15 October 1987 
following a crisis which, in reality, was the clash of 
ideologies and therefore of classes within the political 
leadership, opened the way for the rectification of the 
mistakes of the past. The Popular Front is, therefore, 
helping to pursue the process of destroying the neocolo- 
nial state machinery and to build a state of popular 
democracy. 


B. SECTORIAL OBJECTIVES AND ACTIONS TO BE 
TAKEN 


The Popular Front is convinced that without a meaning- 
ful application of popular democracy, the revolution will 
not get rooted among the masses and will be unable to 
ensure a stability guaranteed by the awareness that the 
defense of the interests of each social group and the 
strengthening of the revolution are interdependent. 


This is why the Popular Front is working towards: 


I. CREATING CONDITIONS FOR THE EXPANSION 
AND STRENGTHENING OF DEMOCRACY FOR 
THE BENEFIT OF THE PEOPLE 


To this effect: 


1) It will organize and classify the people according to 
social and professional categories. 


Instead of and in the place of the Committees for the 
Defense of the Revolution (CDR) which have assumed 
important responsibilities since 4 August 1983 but 
whose work and actions were found wanting due to the 
imprecision of their work, political organizations com- 
posed of revolutionary masses of farmers, workers, civil 
servants, youth, women, and elders will be created. 


Such an organization will enable every social group and 
class to establish and defend its own interests; it will also 
lead to a more conscious and unified mobilization of the 
masses. 
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2) It is committed to further strengthening the exercise of 
popular power by recognizing the right and duty of the 
other organs to participate in all the organs of power at 
the national level and to exercise power direcily at the 
local level in all the organs that will be established to this 
effect. 


3) It will give the popular organs a pertinent and rein- 
forced political education so that they can accomplish 
their mission in a more responsible, conscious, and 
motivated manner. 


4) The Popular Front regards the youth as the future of 
the revolution, and consequently, calls upon them to 
play a major role in all revolutionary transformation 
efforts. The Popular Front will sharpen the sense of 
responsibility, the spirit of solidarity, and the openmin- 
dedness of the youth and will teach them to recognize, 
through their organization, their right to participate in 
the exercise of poplar power. It will work toward the 
creation of conditions necessary for their full develop- 
ment. 


5) The Popular Front will accord women—they compose 
more than half the national population—the attention 
they need. Consequently, it will work toward the eman- 
cipation of the woman by removing all the obstacles that 
currently impede the effective establishment of equality 
between women and men. 


It will take extraordinary and traditional measures for 
the emancipation of woman. It will work to increase the 
awareness of women and will accord all the importance 
necessary to their demands made through their organi- 
zation. 


6) Concerning the elderly, the Popular Front is of the 
opinion that their experience in life can help in finding 
appropriate solutions to numerous problems facing our 
society; that is why the organization of elders will find its 
full place in the organs for the execution of popular 
power. 


7) The Popular Front considers the working class and 
farmers the two fundamental forces of the democratic 
and popular revolution. Despite the youth and the 
meager size of our working class, and the technical and 
cultural backwardness of our farmers, the Popular Front 
will create the necessary conditions for the concrete 
establishment of an alliance between these two forces. 


8) The Popular Front is committed to preserve and 
defend individual and collective liberties because it is 
aware of the fact that popular democracy cannot be 
effective without the recognition and preservation of 
these liberties of the people. 


It will therefore guarantee freedom of speech, freedom of 
religion, and the freedom of meeting and association. On 
the other hand, it will combat all actions aimed at 
disrupting the revolution and its fundamental principles. 
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It will maintain the measures taken to interdict reaction- 
ary political parties which have been decried several 
times by the people. 


9) The Popular Front recognizes the trade union as the 
Organization for workers. its duty is to: 


—defend the material and moral interests of the workers; 


—articipate in the organization of production in enter- 
prises and services in order to increase production and 
work productivity. 


Subscribing to this mission of the trade union under the 
democratic and popular revolution, the Popular Front 
will guarantee: 


—the right of the workers to form trade unions to defend 
their material and moral interests; 


—the right of the trade unions to organize, in total 
freedom and independence, activities that will enable 
them to accomplish their mission under the Democratic 
and Popular Revolution; 


—the right of the trade unions to attend all forums where 
the fate of workers is being discussed. 


It will create frameworks for consultations between the 
trade unions and the popular bodies and between the 
trade unions and the government. 


Il. BUILDING A PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC STATE 


The Popular Front Shall pursue the dual task of destroy- 
ing the neocolonial state machinery and replacing it by 
building a new state, the people’s democratic state, 
embarked upon on 4 August 1983. Thus: 


1) It shall resolutely and consistently continue to revo- 
lutionize the administration: 


—by pruning the clumsy bureaucratic processes; 


—by ridding the administration of dubious agents and 
counterrevolutionaries; 


—by reinforcing discipline at work and the sense of 
professional duty; 


—by encouraging deserving agents; 


—by making the popular organs and the workers unions 
take part in the management of services while at the 
same time clearly defining the duties of administrative 
officers and those of popular organs and trade unions; 


—by ensuring a rigurous management of the resources of 
the state and its subdivisions; 
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—by ensuring the judicious and rational use of technical 
officers. 


2) It shall implement a policy of true decentralization not 
only to meet more rapidly and easily the needs of the 
masses but also to equip the local inhabitants with the 
managerial skills to enable them to manage their local 
life by themselves. 


3) The Popular Front shall establish (and shall ensure the 
proper functioning) of all the institutions necessary for a 
truly democratic life at the level of popular power. 


4) In the field of justice, it shall pursue the efforts made 
since the beginning of the democratic and popular rev- 
olution to destroy the old judicial system and set up a 
popular justice system administered by the people on the 
basis of a law and procedure which the magistrates and 
legal practioners will have to codify by drawing inspira- 
tion from the experiences of our people and by consid- 
ering the need to bring fair and revolutionary justice to 
the doorsteps of the masses. Revolutionary justice has to 
ensure moral probity in public life by repressing, without 
a show of weakness, embezzlement, abuse of public and 
social property, and corruption. 


5) The Popular Front shall execute the duties of building 
a popular army whose main missions will be to: 


—defend the territorial integrity; 


—defend the revolutionary order against internal and 
external aggression; 


—participate in production; 
—ensure the military training of the rest of the people. 


The Popular Front attaches particular importance to the 
political education of soldiers through the popular 
organs of the Army which will have to play a more active 
role in the Army and in the implementation of a defense 
system based on popular self-defense. 


6) The Popular Front shall strive to achieve the unity of 
the people around it by defining the class relationships 
that should be practised here in order to permit each 
section of the people to take part in national political life. 
It shall create the conditions for achieving a large con- 
sensus of all the forces interested in the current cultural, 
social, political and revolutionary transformations in 
Burkina. 


III. DEVELOPING A FOREIGN POLICY BASED ON 
THE PRINCIPLES OF PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE 
AND INTERNATIONAL REVOLUTION 


1) The Popular Front will maintain and strengthen 
relations of good neighborliness with all states, neighbor- 
ing countries, and with the countries of the subregion. 
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—It will work toward the promotion of mutual under- 
standing between the people of Burkina Faso and other 


peoples; 


—It will work most particularly to strengthen the condi- 
tions necessary for the establishment of unity among 
African peoples. 


2) It will strengthen relations with all peace- and justice- 
loving peoples regardless of their political and economic 
systems on the basis 


—of mutual respect for territorial integrity, indepen- 
dence, and national sovereignty; 


—noninterference in the internal affairs of others; 
—on equality and reciprocal advantages. 


It will particularly consolidate its relations with revolu- 
tionary countries, parties, and organizations and it will 
give its support to all national liberation movements and 
to the social emancipation struggles of peoples through- 
out the world. 


3) It will oppose the establishment of a foreign military 
base on its national soil and will never allow the territory 
of Burkina Faso to be used by external forces for the 
organization of military aggression against other coun- 
tries. 


ECONOMIC SECTION (subhead] 
A. GENERAL OBJECTIVES 


The Popular Front’s fundamental economic objective is 
to establish a transitional economy, this is to say, an 
economy that breaks from neocolonialism. Such an 
economy must be independent and planned. 


It must be independent, because it must aim at destroy- 
ing the support bases of imperialism; its factors of 
development are mainly internal and its ideals of devel- 
opment correspond essentially to the internal needs, 
especially satisfying the fundamental needs of the popu- 
lar masses. 


It must be planned because it must adhere to coherent 
and appropriate scientific managerial rules to combat 
crises and anarchy in production. Thus economic activ- 
ity will be carried out on the basis of short and long term 
economic programs. 


The independent and planned economy must fight 
against all precapitali~:ic production ties through the 
techriique and the rational organization of capitalist 
labor, not to build a great capitalist system, but to create 
the material means for the destruction of this capitalism, 
in favor of a bette organized and more humane society. 
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In view of the backwardness of the Burkinabe society 
where several different socioeconomic systems (patriar- 
chal economy, feodal economy, private capitalism, and 
State capitalism) coexist, and in view of the fact that 
social revolution is primarily aimed at the just sharing of 
riches that wil) be created, the democratic and popular 
revolution will develop, during a given period, state 
capitalism. 


State capitalism is not an end to itself but a means of 
rapidly creating the needed material basis for the surest 
way of uplifting the RDP [Popular and Democratic 
Revolution]. It is aimed at: 


—consolidating the existing state enterprises; 


—creating new state companies in the priority and 
Strategic areas; 


—creating and consolidating the joint state-private 
enterprises and introducing democratic management in 
these enterprises; 


—enabling the revolutionary state tc control the private 

sector to ensure that it is pursuing the activities that have 

been assigned to it, and that commitments made by the 

a sector vis-a-vis the revolutionary state are ful- 
illed. 


Under the conditions currently prevailing in Burkina, 
the revolutionary State, more than anywhere else, has 
great need of the support of the private sector in the fight 
against imperialism. Therefore, through concrete mea- 
sures, the State must encourage the private sector to 
invest in the development of economic activities for the 
benefit of the Burkinabe people. 


The economic policy of the Popuiar Front must also be 
aimed at: 


—reflecting the clear understanding of the principle of 
relying On Our own strength without falling into autarky; 


—rigorously pursuing the reorganization of the State 
Economic sector particularly combatting bureaucracy in 
the management of the economic units. 


In the field of international economic relations, Bur'ina 
Faso will develop its relations on the basis of mutual 
interest. 


Financial, economic, and technical cooperation must be 
developed with as many countries as possible. 


The development strategy must include the transforma- 
tion of the structures serving neocolonialism into struc- 
tures that are in the service of an independent and 
prosperous economy. Therefore, all the organizations for 
counseling services, production, and distribution must 
undergo deep changes. 
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In any case, the development strategy of the Popular 
Front will draw its support from the confidence that the 
great organized and popular masses have in this consci- 
entious undertaking. This strategy is aimed at perma- 
nently and completely mobilizing these millions of 
strong hands to abandon their inactivity, routine, and 
torpor and rousing them to commit themselves with 
eagerness and determination to the task of building the 
Fatherland. 


B. SECTORIAL OBJECTIVES AND PROJECTS TO 
UNDERTAKE 


I. AGRICULTURE AND ANIMAL BREEDING 
The efforts of the Popular Front will be geared towards: 
—achieving food self-sufficiency; 


—bridging the gap between the township dwellers and 
the rural dwellers, through the implementation of devel- 
opment programs that will improve the living conditions 
of the rural masses; 


—ensuring security for direct consumption as well as for 
agro-industrial needs. 


As such, the Popular Front will implement the following 
actions: 


i) The promotion of cooperation among farmers as an 
indispensable tool in organizing and improving produc- 
tion. The Popular Front will encourage the establish- 
ment and development of a dynamic, democratic, and 
revolutionary cooperative movement which will be 
adapted to the realities of the nation and which will draw 
inspiration from the experience and traditions of historic 
solidarity of the Burkinabe peuple while being enriched 
with the experiences of other peoples. 


2) The creation of cooperatives, as a priority, in areas 
developed by the state in accordance with the dictates of 
agrarian and land reform. 


3) Educating the farmers, in their undeveloped village 
plots of land, on the rational management of space: to 
urge them to gradually cooperate and group together 
plots of land that are being used for the production of the 


same crops. 


4) Encouraging public and joint state-private enterprises 
as well as the private sector to invest in agricultural 
production and agro-based industries according to the 
national priorities and in respect of measures laid down 
by agrarian and land reform. 


5) Planning and organization of agro-pastoral produc- 
tion through the rigorous selection of projects, species, 
and breeds in accordance with the priorities and needs of 
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the nation, based on regiona! specialization and an 
increased use of modern production inputs and tech- 
niques (ox-drawn and mechanized cultivation). 


6) Encouraging intensive agricultural production and 
stockbreeding, as well as a good integration and associ- 
ation of agriculture and stockbreeding. 


7) Stimulating production through the establishment of 
price remuneration that is compatible with the objective 
conditions of production taking into account the pur- 
chasing power of the masses and the demands of the 
agro-industries and the market. 


8) Setting up a strategy for training of personnel quali- 
fied to respond to the demands of the agricultural 
revolution and a judicious use of this personnel. 


Il. ENVIRONMENT: 


Conscious of the the destruction of the environment in 
Burkina Faso, which is a Sahelian country, and its 
serious repercussions on the economy, the living condi- 
tions of the masses, and the future of the country, the 
Popular Front will undertake the following actions: 


1) Strengthening ihe fight against desert encroachment 
and efforts for environmental protection through the 
intensification of awareness campaigns 27¢ ist repres- 
sion of actions resulting in the systematic destruction of 
the environment. 


2) Intensification and better organization of industrial 
and village reafforestation programs. 


3) Intensification of research in the field of the environ- 
ment. 


4) Popularizing other sources of energy for domestic use 
apart from firewood (such as gas, biogas, solar energy...) 


5) Development of fish farming activities and wildlife 
protection. 


III. WATER SUPPLY: 

The Popular Front will undertake the following actions: 
A. VILLAGE AND PASTORAL WATER SUPPLY 

1) Increasing the number of boreholes and wells in the 
villages to satisfy the water supply needs of the popula- 


tion and the livestock. 


2) Construction of dams and water reservoirs and their 
development for agricultural production. 


B. URBAN AND INDUSTRIAL WATER SUPPLY 


1) Development of a network of potable water in urban 
and suburban areas. 
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2) Gradual construction of a sewer system for the dis- 
posal of rainwater and wastewater. 


IV. INDUSTRY 


Industrialization remains an indispensable factor for the 
economic and social development of Burkina Faso. The 
principal objective in the field of industrialization for 
the Popular Front will be to set up an industrial structure 
in which factories will be units integrated into a com- 
plete, coherent economic system. Industrialization will 
be based on agriculture (production of agricultural 
equipment and inputs, utilization of agricultural pro- 
duce) and its primary objective will be to meet the 
consumption needs of the masses. 


A. THE MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY 
The following actions will be taken: 


1) The rehabilitation of existing industrial units that are 
lying idle or underused. 


2) The reinforcemen’ of the state industrial sector by 
pursuing the po'icy of rigorous management, giving 
incentives for iscreasing productivity and improving 
quality of producis, and offering shares in private com- 
panies. 


3) Giving incentives to private investors (national and 
foreign) to invest in the aforementioned sectors. 


4) The development of small- and medium-scale indus- 
tries Or semi-industries that 2°e primarily financed 
through national resources. 


5) Encouraging people to consume Burkinabe products. 


Protection measures «.mpatible with our regional and 
subregional economic organization will be taken to 
encourage the growth of new industries. 


B. MINING INDUSTRY 


Burkina Faso has great mining potential, the exploita- 
tion of which will be beneficial to its people. The 
question for the Popular Front is therefore to find 
solutions to the problems facing the development of the 
mining industry in our country: weakness of our com- 
munication network, difficulties in water and energy 
supply, lack of local mining experts and mining equip- 
ment... 


The Popular Front will work toward the removal of these 
impediments but, for the time being, it will lay emphasis 
on: 


1) The intensification of mining prospection. 
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2) The organization and supervision of gold prospecting 
by strengthening the control of the state and its branches 
and by waging a more efficient war against fraud. 


3) The exploitation of mineral resources, for which 
Studies are at an advanced stage. 


4) A more rigorous supervision of the exploitation of 
mines that will enable the people to benefit from their 
underground wealth. Increased activities, a better orga- 
nization, and a more effective supervision of the indus- 
trial sector in general will enable the state to increase it 
foreign exchange earnings and thus improve the 
country’s trade balance. 


V.HANDICRAFTS 


Handicrafts activities are varied and developed in Burk- 
ina. The Popular Front will encourage handicraft activ- 
ities and further streamline them in a way that they will 
contribute to enriching the country and solving problems 
confronting certain sectors of the economy (agriculture 
in particular). 


The following actions will be carried out: 

1) Gearing certain handicraft activities toward the pro- 
duction of agricultural tools and the maintenance of 
water pumps across the country. 


2) Encouraging craftsmen to form associations or coop- 
eratives. 


3) Promoting handicrafts by 


—providing better counseling services and further train- 
ing to craftsmen; 


—developing exchanges and looking for markets for 
handicraft products; 


4) Gradually organizing the handicraft sector. 

5) Facilitating access to credit facilities. 

VI. ENERGY 

The importance of the energy sector in the economic and 
sociz! development, and especially in the industrializa- 
tion process, commands that particular attention be 
accorded to finding solutions to the problems of energy 
in Burkina. 

These problems are the great dependence on external 
supply, the excessively high prices of energy, and the 
very poor electricity network. 


The Popular Front policy on energy will aim at 
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1) Reducing the country’s oil expenditures through the 
promotion of other energy sources such as hydroelectric- 
ity, solar energy, biogas. 


2) Diversifying the sources of supply of oil products used 
to generate energy. 


3) Developing research in the field of energy and publi- 
cizing the results of such research. 


4) Accelerating the interconnection of our electric net- 
work with those of neighboring countries. 


5) Seeking the means to construct hydroelectric and 
irrigation dams. 


6) Carrying on with the electricfication of urban and 
semi-urban centers. 


VII. TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATION 


Burkina’s communication network is very poor. This 
situation hampers economic exchanges and economic 
development. 


The Patriotic Front will strive to break the landlocked 
situation of the regions of the country and that of the 
country itself by 

1) Developing and expanding the internal road network, 
taking into consideration the need to promote domestic 
economic exchanges. 

2) Rehabilitating th> tarred interstate roads. 

3) Tarring other interstate roads. 

4) Expanding air services io Burkina. 


5) Developing and modernizing road and rail transport 
facilities. 
6) Strengthening Burkina’s situation a3 a transit country. 


7) Continuing to rehabilitate and extend the road net- 
works in the principal cities. 


8) Continuing to spread the use of telephone and to 
modernize the national and international telephone 
facilities. 


9) hening the security of postal services and 
ey ‘he internal postal network. 
VIII. TRADE 


Considering the present structure of the national econo- 
my, the trade sector seems to be a sensitive area where 
judicious changes must be conducted to fully achieve the 
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objectives of development and regular supply for the 
domestic markets, and to reduce the trade balance deficit 
and steer businessmen toward productive sectors. 


The Popular Front will undertake the following actions: 


1) Reorganization of the distribution channels to speed 
the transportation of highly demanded products and the 
locally produced commodities. 


2) Coherent intervention of the state through state 
companies in the trade sector to ensure a greater diver- 
sification of the sources of supply and markets for 
national products. 


3) Gradual organization of the private trade sector 
through incentives for the voluntary creation of eco- 
nomic ventures or cooperatives. 


4) Appliction of a policy of selective limitation of 
imports and protection of the domestic market. 


5) Improvement of control over the private commercial 
sector through 


—the institution of a single accounting system for larger 
businesses; 


—the enforcement of respect of the fiscal and customs 
system, 


—the strengthening of supervision; 
—the education of consumers on retail prices; 


6) The enforcement of a pricing policy that will stimulate 
local producers. 


7) Relaxation of trade regulations. 
IX. TOURISM AND HOTEL BUSINESS 


Tourism is a sector that can bring in significant resources 
to the national economy and the state, especially in 
foreign exchange. Burkina is endowed with vast 
untapped potential in the field of tourism. This is why 
the Popular Front will lay emphasis on the development 
of tourism sites and activities. 


This will involve promoting both internal tourism (for 
nationals) and international tourism (for foreign tour- 
ists). 

The following actions will, therefore, be undertaken: 


1) Counting and developing tourist sites. 


2) Strengthening tourist facilities (hotels, inns) all over 
the country. 
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3) Developing activities that contribute to the promotion 
of tourism inside and outside the country. 


X. FINANCE, CURRENCY, AND CREDIT 
A. PUBLIC FINANCES 
The following actions will be undertaken: 


1) Reforming the fiscal system to better take into con- 
sideration the internal tax system. 


2) The revolutionary state will work in the fiscal field to 
improve the tax rates and will see to the optimal collec- 
tion of taxes and dues by redeploying the resources 
available to tax collection services. 


3) New collection techniques will be instituted that will 
facilittate the identification of taxpayers and the adap- 
tation of the collection measures to the conditions of a 
very wide informal sector. 


4) Good citizenship in fiscal matters will be cultivated 
through repeated awareness and information campaigns. 


5) Taxation will be used as an instrument of incentive for 
production and protection of local goods. 


6) Rigor in the management of public finances will be 
continued and consolidated. 


7) The cumbersome management of public finances will 
be corrected by the implementation of more flexible 
procedural regulations. 


8) Troubled public enterprises will be restructured to 
improve their finances and to lighten the state’s budget- 
ary burden of permanent subsidies. 


B. CURRENCY AND CREDIT 


Burkina Faso’s membership in an international mone- 
tary and financial system and a subregional monetary 
system must lead to the optimal utilization of the possi- 
bilities offered by these institutions for the financing of 
development projects and the settlement of structural 
deficits. 


1) The credit system will be regulated to respond to the 
financing needs of development projects. 


2) Conditions will be created for the mobilization of 
savings by limiting the money hoarded outside the 
banking system. 


3) The state, its components, and individual private 
nationals will be encouraged to increase their participa- 
tion in the banking and financial institutions. 
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4) The fund for loan guarantees for small- and medium- 
sized enterprises and the national fund for rebate on 
interest rates of bank loans will be revitalized through 
significantly increased funding and the widening of their 
fields of activity. 


5) The procedures for the granting of loans will be 
simplified. 


SOCIOCULTURAL section [subhead] 


The Burkinabe society is essentially a backward one 
which still carries the stigma of neocolonial imperialist 
domination. 


So, numerous plagues, caused or reinforced by this 
situation, still persist: backwardness, illiteracy, misery, 
famine, poverty, oppression of women, and profound 
social injustice. 


The August Revolution, having adopted as its major task 
the deliverance of Burkina Faso from imperialist domi- 
nation as well as from retrograde forces, must create the 
necessary conditions for the full social and cultural 
development of the popular masses and further encour- 
age the active participation of the people in the building 
an independent and prosperous economy. 


The strategic objectives of the Revolution in the social 
and cultural sectors are to provide free health care and 
education for all, provide employment for all, comfort- 
able housing for all, and provide the masses with the 
necessary equipment and infrastructure for sports, lei- 
sure, and cultural development. 


The realization of these strategic objectives requires the 
Revolution to proceed step by step and to create and 
strengthen the material bases that are necessary for 
economic revival, and finally to wage a meaningful war 
against the enemies of the classes. 


The Popular Front must successfully direct the revolu- 
tionary transformation in the social and cultural fields. It 
has also fixed for itself the following specific objectives 
in the fields of health, social action, education and 
scientific research, housing, labor, culture, information, 
and leisure. 


B. SECTORIAL objectives and actions to be taken 
I. HEALTH 


A contributing factor to the creation, maintenance, and 
development of the work force, health is an immense 
national wealth which must be protected and promoted 
for the benefit of the popular masses. 
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In order to achieve this, the objective of the Popular 
Front is to reduce, within a short tiie, the death rate and 
the sickness ratio brought about by cormmunicable dis- 
eases by establishing a health system which is accessible 
to all and based on the principles of primary health care. 


The priority actions in this field are: 


1) Accelerate the mass immunization programs to cover 
all groups vulnerable to communicable diseases. 


2) Lay special emphasis on respecting basic cleanliness 
and public hygiene regulations to create a framework for 
a heaithy life for the people. 


3) Develop a strategy aimed at eliminating nutritional 
deficiencies, especially in children. 


4) Step up measures to control, and eventually eradicate, 
endemic diseases. 


5) Establish a regular and efficient system to monitor 
vulnerable groups such as workers exposed to profes- 
sional hazards, and the elderly. 


6. Establish systems to monitor the health of all mothers 
and children. 


7. Improve the health system of the country by furnish- 
ing adequate equipment for the existing medical facili- 
ties to provide essential medical care and reduce our 
dependence on the outside world; and create new med- 
ical facilities. 


8) Revise legislation to improve the performance of 
hospitals and health facilities (health code, management 
of medical facilities, rules governing consultations, tar- 
iffs levied on health care, conditions for the setting up of 
profit-making establishments, and so forth...) 


9) Train medical personnel to meet the current national 
needs and priorities. 10) Assure that essential drugs are 
available to all through a pharmaceutical policy which 
embraces traditional medicine. 11) Develop applied 
medical research in the field of modern medicine as well 
as traditional medicine which must be further exploited 
and regulated. 


Il. SOCIAL ACTION 


The Popular Front, in its desire to restore to each 
individual his dignity, to promote his participation in 
the development of the society, is determined to put an 
end to factors which exclude certain individuals or social 
classes. 


A. In the Field of Mother and Child Protection 
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In addition to the political measures aimed at promoting 
a genuine policy of women’s emancipation and the 
health measures aimed at protecting the health of mother 
and child, the Popular Front pledges to: 


—ensure the economic promotion of women; 


—build nurseries capable of taking care of the children 
of working women near their places of work. 


Urgent measures will be taken to adopt a family code 
that guarantees the same rights to men and women 
concerning marriage and divorce, and that protects the 
child against such scourges as beggary, prostitution, and 
delinquency. The child, the future of our society, will 
thus be protected against conditions that estrange him 
from society. 


B. Measures To Take for the Marginalized 


In order to address the problems of this part of the 
population, with whom the people should build bonds of 
solidarity, the following steps will be taken: 


1) The establishment of educational and rehabilitation 
centers aimed at rehabilitating and reintegrating the 
marginalized (the handicapped, orphans, juvenile delin- 
quents, released prisoners) into society. 


2) The struggle against procuring with the adoption of 
stricter laws against procurers. 


These measures will be carried out on the basis of 
scientific studies that will yield the proper solutions. 


Ill. EDUCATION AND SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 


The efforts of the Popular Front in this field are geared 
toward promoting the education and the skills of the 


people. In this regard: 


1) The eradication of illiteracy will be carried out in the 
cities as well as in the rural areas. 


2) Access to a basic education that will at least make 
possible the mastery of a trade will be guaranteed to all 
Burkinabe children living in Burkina Faso. 


3) Vocational schools to train students for a practical and 
profitable skill will be multiplied. 


4) New fields of study such as data processing, popula- 
tion studies, and civic and political education will be 
introduced in schools. 


5) The educational system will be reformed and adapted 
to our national realities in order to train cadres who will 
be politically aware, technically competent, and capable 
of understanding and implementing our fundamental 
program of training and research. 
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6) Education for girls will be emphasized. 


7) An effort will be made to make scholarships available 
to children irom poorer backgrounds. 


8) The local manufacture of school supplies and teaching 
aids will be promoted. 


9) In view of the steady deterioration of the educational 
system, an intensive program of teacher training will be 
undertaken, along with an inproved supervision of stu- 
dents. 


10) Scientific research with practical applications will be 


encouraged. 
IV. HOUSING 


The primary objective is to be able to provide every 
Burkinabe with a decent house and living environment. 
In this regard, the following measures will be taken: 


1) The distribution of land for residential purposes in 
rural and urban communities. 


2) The continuation of the existing town planning policy, 
while correcting mistakes, and the construction on a 
large scale of low-cost housing units affordable to all 
workers. 


3) The increased availability of low cost, locally pro- 
duced building materials better adapted to our own 
conditions. 


4) The development of a home loan system to make 
property available to all. 


V. WORK AND SOCIAL SECURITY 


The Popular Front, determined to guarantee to every 
Burkinabe the means to make a decent living and to 
satisfactorily take care of his family, will strive: 


1) To fight unemployment in the cities and in rural areas 
by creating jobs in economic and social sectors, and 
particularly in productive sectors. 


2) To establish a fair system in the interests of the 
workers. 


3) To guarantee to each worker the rights related to his 
job (paid annual leave, retirement allowances, etc.). 


4) To reinforce the protection of the workers by review- 
ing the work code, the social security code, and the 
general regulations affecting civil servants; to implement 
a better management of human resources. 


5) To encourage its social partners to establish labor 
codes in their sectors. 
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VI. CULTURAL SECTOR 


The Popular Front will work toward the development of 
a rich national culture that embraces the improved 
values of different national cultures. 


To this end: 


1) The national cultusa: weeks will be maintained and 
better organized so that they may serve as meeting places 
of the various nationalities as well as places of contact 


for other peoples. 
2) National troupes will be created. 


3) Facilities for the promotion of craftsmanship and arts 
wili be created in the form of national and regional fairs. 


4) The promotion of literature will be intensified by 
encouraging writing. 


5) Facilities will be created for the publication and 
distribution of literary works. 


6) A national library will be established to hold the works 
of both Burkinabe nationals and any other works that are 
likely to contribute to the promotion of culture. 


7) Movie production will be promoted through the 
provision of material support. 


VII. INFORMATION SECTOR 


The various branches of the state information service 
should be able to mobilize and arouse the consciousness 
of the people to effectively participate in the revolution- 
ary transformation. 


To this end, efforts will be geared toward: 


1) Expanding the national broadcasting service to cover 
the entire national territory and providing the necessary 
means to national and regional radio stations. The policy 
of the creation of regional and local stations will be 
pursued. 


2) Extending the television coverage to eventuaily cover 
the entire national territory. 


3) Improving television and radio programs and devel- 
Oping national production. 


4) Developing the written press by rehabilitating its 
means of production, creating additional organs, and by 
improving the distribution of newspapers. 


5) Developing the information agency by reinforcing its 
internal and international production and distribution 
capabilities. 

VIII. LEISURE TIME 
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The aim is to create for »l] Burkinabes a healthy atmo- 
sphere for the stimulation of their creativity. 


Revolution also means leisure time. To this end, the 
Popular Front will seek to: 


1) Maintain and develop sporting activities for the 
masses by improving Organization to attract ruore par- 
ticipants while abolishing mandatory participation. 


2) Develop competitive sports through: 


—the creation of a minimum of infrastructure in the 
various provinces; 


—the training of competent sports organizers. 


This will enable athletes to be better trained, better 
prepared, and more motivated to better assert their 
presence in international meetings. 


3) Promote leisure games through national competitions. 


4) Develop sports medicine by strengthening the person- 
nel and equipment to better monitor the health of our 
athletes. 


5) Create infrastructure for leisure and relaxation for 
both children and adults. 


CONCLUSION [subhead] 


The present program is a stage and a necessary step 4: 
reach the new society that the revolution has established 
as a Strategic objective. 


It is through hard work and sacrifice that the people will 
accomplish this program, and thus improve their stan- 
dard of living. 


The Burkinabe people, under the leadership of the Pop- 
ular Front, vill overcome all the difficulties and obsta- 
cles that will undoubtedly work to impede the accom- 
plishment of this action program. But in order to attain 
this objective, the program must become a driving force 
among the masses at the grassroots level, and we must 
work with honor, discipline, and abnegation and adhcre 
to the principle of relying first on our own strength and 
our own determination. 


The accomplishment of this program will also depend on 
the unity that will be created under the leadership of the 
Popular Front. It is therefore the duty of all militants of 
the Democratic and Popular Revolution to relentlessly 
propagate and explain the contents and scope of this 
program which, undoubtedly, will give impetus to a real 
development of productive forces in our country. 


THE FATHERLAND OR DEATP, WE WILL WIN! 


[signed] THE POPULAR FRONT 
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Ghana 


State of Emergency in Cocoa Areas Lifted 
AB252121 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] The state of emergency declared by the Jasikan 
security council in 15 major cocoa growing towns and 
villages in the district has been lifted because the major 
cocoa buying season has officially ended. During the 
emergency, more than 121,000 tons of cocoa were 
retrieved from smugglers in the affected areas. This was 
made possible through frequent border patrols by a 
special anticocoa smuggling squad from Accra, assisted 
by the local revolutionary organs. 


ing 
countries. a Bosson ao Fae that the lifting of the 
state of emergency does not mean that cocoa smuggling 
and other antistate activities can now go on. Instead, it 
marks the beginning of intensifying vigilance against 
smuggling in the areas concerned. 


Mr Bosson was not happy that Togolese nationals living 
in Awoma go back home once every week to do commu- 
nal labor, but they do nothing of the sort in Ghana. He 
warned chiefs in the district, particularly those from the 
Buem traditional area, who encourage smuggling for 
their personal gains, to stop forthwith; otherwise, they 
will have themselves to blame when caught. He ordered 
that henceforth, no CDR [Committee for the Defense of 
the Revolution] or militiaman has the right to seize 
foreign currencies from anyone along the border without 
issuing the person with receipt. This came about during 
an open forum at which complaints were made to that 


From Awoma, Mr Bosson went on to Dodo Aman from 
where he launched an educational campaign codenamed 
Operation Identify Your Candidate in Preparation for 
the Forthcoming District Level Elections. 


Police Council Fires 33 More Police Officers 
AB290708 Accra Domestic Service in English 
2000 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The Police Council, under the chairmanship of 
the chairman of the PNDC, has further ordered the 
immediate dismissal of 33 police officers from the Police 
Service for their involvement in various malpractices. 
Their dismissals are without prejudice to any further 
action which is being taken or which may be taken 
against them for their part in the malpractices. 
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Four policemen, stationed at Akwatia in the Eastern 
Region, have been dismissed for their involvement in 
the stealing of diamond exhibits which came into their 
possession in the course of an investigation being con- 
ducted by them. [passage omitted] 


Military Training of Service Personnel Approved 
AB252012 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] The government has given approval for the 
military training of all national service personnel who 
would be involved directly in supporting rural develop- 
ment. This was announced by the secretary for education 
and culture, Dr Mohamed Ben Abdallah, when he 
reviewed a passing out parade of the first batch of 80 
national servicemen at Arrakan Barracks in Accra today. 


[passage omitted] 


Dr Abdallah said even though the implementation of the 
6-month military training provision of service personnel 
has been difficult, efforts have been uncer way since July 
1982 to translate the provision into action. [passage 
omitted] 


He commended the officers and instructors of the Ist 
and Sth Battalions who trained the service personnel. 
The training covered drill, weapon handling, physical 
training, steeple chase, first aid, and lectures. 


Obeng Notes Need for Tizs With Burkina Faso 
AB261643 Dakar PANA in English 
1445 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] Accra, 26 March (GNA/PANA)—Ghana’s de 
facto prime minister, Mr P. V. Obeng, Friday [25 March] 
stressed the need for Ghana and Burkina Faso to main- 
tain good relations, despite events of last year which 
culminated in the death of Capt Thomas Sankara, the 
late Burkinabe leader. He said though the incident made 
relations between Ghana and Burkina Faso tense, the 
two countries should draw lessons from it and move on 
“fully conscious of the near collapse of relations between 
us.” 


He made the remarks at a ceremony at the Castle 
(Government House) in Accra at which the Burkina Faso 
ambassador, Madam Maimouna Ouattara, called to say 
farewell to Gharaizn leader Jerry Rawlings. Mr Obeng 
hoped her exit Goes not close a chapter in relations 
between the two countries but rather opens up another 
door “where you will perhaps be more useful in main- 
taining the level of brotherhood that the two countries 
share together.” Mr Obeng urged Madam Ouattara to 
convey to the Burkina people how Ghanaians cherished 
their relations with them. 
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Weekly Cited on Friendship With Libya 
AB271218 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 27 Mar 88 


[From the press review] 


[Text] THE MIRROR writes on Ghana-Libya friend- 
ship.The paper refers to the news that Libya has agreed 
to resume the supply of oil to Ghana on favorable terms. 
Ghana’s debt to that country is also to be rescheduled 
without interest. THE MIRROR says these develop- 
ments show that the two countries have common inter- 
ests and outlook which can be seen through such con- 
crete manifestations of solidarity. 


It is often read or heard in the Western media that 
Ghana and Libya have fallen out and that they no longer 
share the same views and aspirations. But the paper 
points out that those who peddle such cheap analyses do 
so out of either ignorance or mischief, and sometimes 
both. Quietly, it says, Ghana and Libya are moving on, 
defining themselves and their future, and endeavoring to 
assist each other within the limits of possibility. Thus, as 
the whole world can see, the friendly relations between 
the two countries, based on respect for each other, 
continue to grow and there is the need to increase the 
content of their joint efforts by making it truly coopera- 
tive. 


‘Subtle Attempt’ To Harm African Unity Seen 
AB271611 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 27 Mar 88 


{Nana Fosu commentary] 


[Text] At the birth of the OAU, the founding fathers had 
in mind the creation of an organization that will work for 
the eventual unification of the continent, serve to resolve 
all disputes among member-nations, and above all, work 
towards the preservation of the territorial integrity of 
member-states. All has not been smooth with the orga- 
nization but this has not been interpreted to mean the 
defeat of the original aim. 


The organization has had to deal with very seething 
issues, yet it has been instrumental in resolving several 
disputes. At the moment, the organization is actively 
working to find settlement to the dispute between Libya 
and Chad over the Aozou Strip. Some African countries 
themselves are beginning to show trust in the resolution 
of conflicts as evidenced by the mutual agreement of 
Mali and Burkina Faso to submit claims for a disputed 
territory for arbitration at the International Court of 
Justice. The two countries have already accepted the 
ruling of the court. A new dimension in the development 
of the political awareness of the continent is the forma- 
tion of regional associations and subcontinental groups. 
Many are formed to pursue the political and economic 
integration of their region in the eventual aim of fusing 
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into the greater body. The ECOWAS has played and still 
continues to play an important role in the economic 
integration of West African states. 


However, regarding proposals for the formation of an 
organization of black African states, for instance, no one 
is in doubt as to the intentions behind it. It is meant to 
play black Africa against the rest of the continent and 
undermine its unity. In this case, it was evident that 
Zionist Israel was behind this attempt as a deliberate 
policy to drive a wedge between the Arab countries and 
the rest of Africa. Recently there has also been talks and 
attempts by others to form an association of medium 
power bloc. One cannot fail to see this again as a subtle 
attempt not only to undermine the continent’s unity but 
to undermine the strength of the Nonaligned Movement. 


Apart from these attempts to confuse Africa through the 
formation of the medium power bloc, or the so-called 
organization of black African states sponsored by Zaire, 
etc., even the choice of venue of certain conferences in 
Africa represents another subtle maneuver to manipu- 
late African countries. Take, for example, the decision 
that Morocco is to host the next Franco-African summit. 
In Africa today, Morocco stands isolated for its intran- 
sigence over the issue of the sovereignty of the Saharan 
Arab Democratic Republic [SDAR]. Morocco has with- 
drawn from the OAU and holds in total disregard all 
decisions on the SDAR. In fact, Morocco’s stand on the 
Saharan question plainly flouts international opinion. 
One cannot fail to see the subtle ploy in asking Morocco 
to host this conference. It is to force the hands of the 
OAU and its member states to recognize Morocco. It is 
also meant to pull out Morocco from its isolation, as a 
result of its intransigence over the SDAR, and it will not 
hesitate to take advantage of a recognition to intensify its 
activities against SDAR. Will the scheduled Franco- 
African summit refuse to discuss SDAR because it will 
not wish to offend the host? Or will the host, Morocco, 
rather use the occasion to champion its parochial inter- 
ests and launch a propaganda offensive to confuse 
issues? 


Africa must be wide awake and alert to all kinds of subtle 
attempts by the big powers to undermine the unity of the 
continent. Africa must by now know its friends and foes. 
Now that Morocco is after the friendship of Africa, it 
must renounce all her claims over the SDAR and respect 
the integrity of its people. 


Commentary Praises Mali-Burkina Border Meeting 
AB281548 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 28 Mar 88 


{Kumi Ansah-Koi commentary] 


[Text] News report that Mali and Burkina Faso have 
agreed to peacefully demarcate their disputed Agacher 
border is indeed very welcome. The two states had the 
occasion in the later part of 1985 to engage in warfare 
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over this 160-km strip of land on their common border. 
Fortunately, in a mature fashion, the governments of the 
two states called off hostilities and jointly submitted 
their conflict to the International Court of Justice. Upon 
further reflection and following deep consideration of 
the merits and facts of the case, the International Court 
of Justice handed down a ruling on 22nd December 1986 
which asked that the disputed Agacher strip of land be 
demarcated almost equally between the two. Both coun- 
tries happily accepted that verdict of the International 
Court of Justice. And it is welcome news that the two 
countries, in an atmosphere of fraternal cooperation and 
goodwill, have successfully met within the last week and 
decided on an impending meeting of experts from their 
two countries to examine practical issues relating to the 
peaceful demarcation of the strip. 


This meeting of experts, scheduled for the end of next 
month, is of considerable significance. First, it illustrates 
the real possibility of peaceful and satisfactory resolution 
of interstate border conflicts. This lesson ought not be 
lost on African states in particular. The European colo- 
nial powers of the late 19th century ignored historical 
and cultural realities as well as the best interests of 
African societies in their partition and subsequent colo- 
nization of the African Continent. The offshoot of that 
failure of colonialism in Africa is that relations between 
many African states sharing common boundaries are 
often marred by border conflicts. Interstate discord and 
strains emanating from border disputes and conflicts are 
rife on the African land mass. Africa can ill afford the 
dissipation of its resources and potentials on intra- 
regional discord and animosities stemming from border 
conflicts. The example of the peaceful settlement of the 
Agacher conflict is therefore most welcome and is highly 
commended for the emulation of states beset with prob- 
lems relating to national boundaries. 


The OAU, governments of bordering states, and all 
others whose diplomatic activities helped to halt the 
combat activities involving Mali and Burkina Faso in 
1985, as well as the International Court of Justice itself, 
deserve commendation. So does the leadership of Mali 
and Burkina Faso. With their cooperation, the Agacher 
conflict is now thrown into the dustbin of history and 
confined to the memory of historians. One hopes that the 

expectations raised by this remarkable diplomatic feat 
will find quick and permanent realization. The success- 
ful resolution of the conflict should enable the sisterly 
peoples of Burkina Faso and Mali, and indeed of the 
entire African Continent, to devote their resources and 
energies to the tough quest for socioeconomic develo- 
ment. 


Japan Sign Health Grant Accord 
AB281544 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 28 Mar 88 


ext] Ghana and Japan today signed a grant agreement 
in Accra under which the government will improve 
regional medical services. The grant, which is about 
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$800,000, will be used to purchase vehicles and medical 
products. The agreement was signed by the secretary for 
foreign affairs, Dr Obed Asamoah, and the Japanese 
ambassador, Shigemi Ando. 


Before the ceremony, Dr Asamoah said the quality of life 
and strength of a nation are reflected in the health of its 
people. It is for this reason that the PNDC has been 
concerned with the health sector. The foreign secretary 
said the government’s avowed aim to extend health 
services to all parts of the country, especially the rural 
and deprived areas, is manifested in its primary health 
care program. Dr Asamoah said Japan’s concern does 
not lie only in the health sector but also permeates 
Ghana’s socioeconomic development. He said Japan’s 
keen interest in this regard was demonstrated at the 
recent [word indistinct] meeting and he hoped that 
future Japanese presence will be directed to this pro- 


gram. 


Mr Ando, on his part, commended the second phase of 
the government’s Economic Recovery Program [ERP] 
because it places emphasis on programs to improve 
health and welfare, especially in the rural areas. Mr Ando 
assured the secretary that Japan is firmly committed to 
supporting the ERP as well as strengthening the bonds of 
friendship and understanding between the two countries. 


Delegation Departs for Malian Party Congress 
AB281857 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] A member of the PNDC, Alhaji Mahama Idrissu, 
has flown to Bamako, Mali, at the head of a three- 
member delegation to attend the third ordinary congress 
of the Democratic Union of Malian People. The visit is 
at the invitation of the Malian Government. Alhaji 
Idrissu told newsmen before the delegation left Accra 
that the visit is in line with the historical bonds of 
friendship between Ghana and Mali. The other members 
of the delegation are Colonel K. Aketia of the Ghana 
Army, and Mr Charles Darkwa of the Ministry of For- 
eign Affairs. 


EEC Funds Agricultural Rehabilitation Program 
AB232036 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] The European Economic Community has pro- 
vided about $11 million for the second phase of an 
agricultural rehabilitation program in Ghana. The con- 
tract for the program was signed between the govern- 
ment and the Community in 1985. It involves the 
importation of agricultural implements for distribution 
to farmers through the rural banks. This second phase 
will cover 60 rural banks in the northern sector. 


The principal of the Bank of Ghana Training School, Mr 
John Boadu, made this known at a course in Kumasi for 
rural bank managers in the country’s northern sector. He 
said the implements to be distributed will include crop 
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processing equipment, fishing gear, matchets, and bicy- 
cles. According to Mr Boadu, expensive and complex 
implements will be sold to farmers on credit while the 
simple and less expensive ones will be paid for on 
delivery. 


The first phase of the program ended in 1985. It involved 
$2.7 million which catered for 11 rural banks. On the 
6-day course itself, Mr Boadu explained that it is aimed 
at educating the participants on how to collect and 
distribute their implements. 


Guinea 


Conte Returns From Visit to Cape Verde 
AB240611 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Head of State President Lansana Conte 
returned to Conakry this afternoon. The head of state 
paid a working and friendly visit to Cape Verde at the 
invitation of President Aristides Maria Pereira. Presi- 
dent Lansana Conte was accompanied by his wife and an 
important government delegation, including among oth- 
ers, Major Ousmane Sow, minister of commerce, indus- 
try, and crafts; and Edouard Benjamin, minister of 
ce and international cooperation. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Communique on Visit 
AB241538 Conkary Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Joint communique on Guinean President Lansana Con- 
te’s official visit to Cape Verde from 21 to 23 March— 
read by Edouard Benjamin, Guinea’s minister of plan 
and international cooperation] 


[Text] At the invitation of His Excellency Mr Aristides 
Maria Pereira, president of the Republic of Cape Verde 
and secretary of the African Party for the Inde- 
pendence of Cape Verde, PAICV, His Excellency Gen- 
eral Lansana Conte, chairman of the CMRN and presi- 
dent of the Republic of Guinea, paid an official visit to 
Cape Verde from 21 to 23 March 1988. 


During their stay in Cape Verde, President Lansana 
Conte and his delegation visited the cities of Praia and 
Mindelo and examined the major socioeconomic infra- 
structure, as well as the island of Santiago where they 
were able to appraise the results of efforts made by the 
Cape Verdian people, especially in the fight against 
drought and desert encroachment. 


The two heads of state held discussions on bilateral 
cooperation as well as African and world issues. At the 
bilateral level, the two leaders reaffirmed their desire to 
strengthen their relations, through the reactivation of 
their joint cooperation commission set up under the 
general friendship and cooperation agreement signed on 
1 August (71978). To this end, they instructed the 
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ministers in charge of cooperation of the two countries to 
Organize the second session of this joint commission as 
soon as possible. Also, a Cape Verdian delegation, led by 
the transport minister, will pay a working visit to Guinea 
to discuss the program of cooperation in the sectors of 
fishing, tourism, maritime transport, and trade. 


At the subregional level, the two heads of state renewed 
their adherence to ECOWAS and expressed their desire 
to work toward the development of this organization to 
the benefit of the peoples of this subregion. On cooper- 
ation with international organizations and institutions, 
the two heads of state agreed on the need to promote 
consultations between their countries at the regional 
level. 


Examining the world economic situation, the two leaders 
expressed regret for the imbalances which characterize 
North-South relations and which call for the immediate 
establishment of a new just and equitable world eco- 
nomic order. The two heads of state reiterated their 
adherence to the UN program for Africa’s economic 
recovery and development for the period of 1986-1990, 
and expressed their determination to work toward its 
success with the assistance of the international commu- 
nity. The serious problems posed by the continent’s 
debts retained the attention of the heads of state. In this 
regard, they called on the international community to 
support the OAU’s efforts to find a solution to this 
problem, notably through the organization of an inter- 
national conference. 


Concerning the grave situation prevailing in southern 
Africa, the two presidents once again issued a strong 
condemnation of the racist Pretoria regime. They called 
for the immediate implementation of the OAU and UN 
resolutions on South Africa, particularly resolution 435 
of 1978 of the UN Security Council on the granting of an 
immediate and unconditional independence to Nami- 
bia. The two heads also reaffirmed their unflinching 
support to the Frontline States, which are victims of 
South Africa’s aggressions, and to the legitimate repre- 
sentatives of the peoples of South Africa and Namibia. 
In this regard, the two leaders denounced the destabili- 
zation attempts by South Africa against Mozambique 
and Angola through armed bandits organized and 
financed by Pretoria. They strongly condemned the 
armed aggression and occupation of a part of the Ango- 
lan territory by the South African Army and called for its 
immediate withdrawal. 


Reviewing other areas of tension in Africa, the two 
presidents expressed their determination to contribute 
toward the peaceful solution of the various conflicts 
existing on the continent. To this end, they expressed 
their support to the OAU efforts, notably through the ad 
hoc committee on the Chad-Libya conflict, aimed at 
finding a just and lasting solution to the conflict. 
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On the Western Saharan issue, the two leaders reiterated 
their belief in finding a rapid and lasting solution to the 
conflict through the implementation of OAU and UN 
resolutions. They expressed their support for moves 
made by these organizations in this direction. 


Concerning the situation in the Middle East, the two 
presidents strongly condemned the large-scale repression 
launched against the population of the Arab territories 
occupied by Israel and reaffirmed their solidarity with 
the Palestinian people under the leadership of the PLO 
in this struggle to recover its inalienable rights for 
self-determination, including the right to a free and 
sovereign homeland. 


On the situation in the Gulf region, the two presidents 
expressed their concern over the continuation of a mur- 
derous and ruinous war. They made an urgent appeal to 
the warring parties to engage in negotiations aimed at 
bringing this fratricidal war to an end. 


The two heads of state praised the recent signing of the 
treaty on the elimination of short- and medium-range 
missiles between the Soviet Union and the United States 
of America. They regard this agreement as an important 
step toward the achievement of world peace. They called 
3 the two superpowers to continue their disarmament 
efforts. 


The two leaders expressed their preoccupation with the 
financial crisis currently facing the United Nations. 
They called on the international community to [words 
indistinct] to safeguard world peace. [passage indistinct] 


His Excellency President Lansana Conte invited Presi- 
dent Aristides Maria Pereira to pay an official visit to 
Guinea. This invitation was accepted and the date will 
be fixed later through diplomatic channels. 


Issued in Praia on 23 March 1988. 


Signed: For the Republic of Guinea: Gen Lansana Con- 
te, chairman of the CMRN, president of the Republic of 
Guinea. 


For the Republic of Cape Verde: Aristides Maria 
Pereira, president of the Republic of Cape Verde, secre- 
tary general of the PAICV. 


Ivory Coast 


French Agriculture Minister Meets Bra Konan 
AB251020 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
0700 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The French agriculture minister, Francois 
Guillaume and his Ivorian counterpart, Denis Bra 
Kanon, yesterday held a working session in Abidjan. The 
French and Ivorian delegations worked on documents 
that had already been examined by the two sides in 
August last year, during the visit of Francois Guillaume 
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to Ivory Coast. The documents concern the assistance 
which France could give us for the organization of the 
banana production, Paris’ assistance in the implementa- 
tion of the young and modern farmers project, the 
hosting of an agricultural fair next year in Ivory Coast, 
and the twinning of agricultural training institutions. 
France is prepared to assist Ivory Coast in the imple- 
mentation cf all these projects, the French ariculture 
minister said. On the issue of cocoa price, which has now 
reached its lowest level, Mr Francois Guillaume supports 
the solution which consists in reaching, together with the 
producers, an agreement on controlling production, an 
agreement which will enable the price to rise. [passage 
omitted] 


French Interior Minister Arrives 28 March 
AB28 1347 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1245 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] French Interior Minister Charles Pasqua arrived 
in Abidjan at 1130 from Dakar as part of his tour of 
many African countries. The French minister, who was 
welcomed at the airport by Interior Minister Leon 
Konan Koffi and his counterpart of security, Oumar 
N’daw, was to be received at 1230 by President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny at the Presidential Palace. This after- 
noon Pasqua will meet Henri Konan Bedie, speaker of 
the National Assembly, and Interior Minister Leon 
Konan Koffi before giving a news conference at 1600 at 
the Hotel Ivoire. 


Houphouet-Boigny Receives Pasqua 
AB281421 Paris AFP in French 1326 GMT 28 Mar 88 


{Text} Abidjan, 28 Mar (AFP)—French Interior Minister 
Charles Pasqua, who arrived in Abidjan late this morn- 
ing, was received shortly afterward by President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny, with whom he had a private lun- 
cheon. Mr Pasqua, who did not confirm or deny that he 
had decided to cut short his African tour unexpectedly, is 
expected to give a news conference at 1600. 


Mr Pasqua, who was welcomed by his Ivorian counter- 
part, Leon Konan Koffi, declined to make any comment 
on the reports from a reliable source in Paris that he had 
decided to cut short his visit to Africa. After Senegal and 
Ivory Coast, he was scheduled to go to Togo, Cameroon, 
Congo, and Gabon. 


During his visit of less than 24 hours to Abidjan, Mr 
Pasqua will meet with Henri Konan Bedie, speaker of 
the National Assembly and the Number Two man in the 
government, and Governor Guy Nairay, permanent 
under secretary to President Houphouet-Boigny. 


28 Mar Press Conference 
AB282113 Abidjan Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] The French minister of interior, Mr Charles 
Pasqua, who arrived late this morning in Abidjan, was 
received by President Houphouet-Boigny at the Presi- 
dential Palace. In a statement this afternoon during his 
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press conference at the Hotel Ivoire, Mr Pasqua said that 
his discussions with the head of state focused on bilateral 
issues as well as on the prospects of cooperation between 
France and Ivory Coast. [passage omitted] Mr Pasqua 
also said that he discussed the issue of French visa 
regulations. France has no intention of rescinding these 
regulations, he said, but will make them more flexible. 


[passage omitted] 


Pasqua Cuts Tour Short 
AB28 1801 Paris AFP in French 1722 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] Abidjan, 28 Mar (AFP)—Information Minister 
Charles Pasqua confirmed today in Abidjan that he 
would shorten his African tour and that he would not 
visit Togo, Cameroon, Congo, and Gabon as scheduled. 
In a press conference after a working luncheon with 
Ivorian President Felix Houphouet-Boigny, Mr Pasqua 
stated that for domestic political reasons, he must return 
to France. These reasons, he stated, have nothing to do 
with negotiations on the French hostages in Lebanon, 
contrary to certain rumors. 


Liberia 


Newspaper Editorial Staff Accredited 
AB251145 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
0709 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] The editorial staff of the LIBERIAN TIMES 
newspaper has formally registered with the Ministry of 
Information, Culture, and Tourism, and has been fully 
accredited to operate in the LIBERIAN TIMES newspa- 
per. An Information Ministry release issued yesterday 
said official press cards for five members of the staff 
were yesterday signed by the minister of information, J. 
Emmanuel Bowier, and transmitted to Mr Elvis Tucker, 
president publisher of the Times Publishing Enterprises. 


Teacher Union President Interviewed on Strike 
AB251912 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Liberian teachers have been heading for a full- 
scale confrontation with the government. They are fed 
up with delays in paying their salaries. Things came to a 
head this week when several hundred teachers aban- 
doned their classes to converge on the capital, Monrovia, 
yesterday to demand their pay. The Liberian National 
Teachers Association held an emergency meeting and 
there is speculation that they will back the teachers and 
call an all-out boycott of classes. On the line to Monro- 
via, Robin White asked the union’s president, Mr Philip 
Joe, if they had called the strike yet. 


[Begin recording] [Joe] Not yet, we haven’t decided to go 
on strike. There has been some intervention yesterday. 


[White] What kind of intervention? 
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[Joe] The Cabinet minister at the Mansion, Minister 
Peter Naigow, intervened and there is some effort to 
have these teachers paid by now. 


[White] So, specifically what did he promise? Teachers 
would be paid immediately or what? 


[Joe] He didn’t actually promise that they will be paid 
immediately. He said that modalities would be worked 
at the Ministry of Finance to have some checks made 
available for these teachers to receive for the time they 
have worked for in order to go back to work. 


[White] But you have had similar promises in the past. 
Are you taking these promises seriously? 


[Joe] It is true that we have been having these promises 
in the past. We don’t intend to be misinterpreted as 
provoking the authorities. So, in that light, we wish to 
give the authorities some time. 


[White] Now you have been, I understand, asking for a 
meeting with Head of State Doe himself. Well, are you 
going to get that meeting? 


[Joe] Yes, I believe so. I have been given some assurance 
that I will meet the president. For a matter of fact, it is 
our constitutional right to meet our head of government. 


[White] How angry are Liberia’s teachers at the 
moment? 


[Joe] Oh, very angry, and very embarrassed, and very 
disturbed. 


[White) How long are you prepared to wait for, before 
you go on strike? 


[Joe] We are willing to wait up to a month. [end 
recording] 


Doe Submits Officials’ Names to Senate 
AB260606 Monrovia Radic ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 25 Mar 88 


[Text] The president, Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe, has 
forwarded to the Senate for confirmation the following 
Officials of government: (Arthur Julio), assistant minister 
for expenditure, Ministry of Finance; Dr (Lesly Goh), 
deputy commissioner for income tax, Ministry of 
Finance; Mr (Henry G. Bageboh), deputy commissioner 
of internal revenue for administration, Ministry of 
Finance; Mr Benedict Wilson, deputy commissioner of 
customs, Ministry of Finance; and Mr Edward Arthur, 
deputy commissioner for central collection, Ministry of 
Finance. 
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Three Coup Plotters Surrender; Six More Wanted 
AB261425 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1110 GMT 26 Mar 8&8 


[Text] Three more alleged plotters to destabilize the 
Liberian Government have been arrested. According to 
LINA, they are Sergeant Joseph Lee, Private Samuel 
Gbee, and Mr Morris Dennis. Meanwhile, the Joint 
Security is calling on the remaining six persons to turn 
themselves in. They are Captain Freeman S. Yanzee, 
Staff Sergeant Habakkuk Gonlewon, Staff Sergeant 
Johnson Nuah, John Sharpe, Joseph K. Cooper, and 
Matthew Korfiyan. The Security Forces are appealing to 
the public in general not to engage in any action which 
could aid in concealing the identities or locations of the 
mentioned persons who are wanted in connection with 
the investigations being conducted by the Joint Security 
Forces. 


Liberia, Sierra Leone Sign Agricultural Accord 
AB271044 Dakar PANA in English 
0939 GMT 27 Mar 88 


[Text] Monrovia, 27 Mar (LINA/PANA)—Liberia and 
Sierra Leone have signed a memorandum of understand- 
ing under which the two West African countries will 
exchange the sale of agricultural and petroleum products 
as well as professional expertise. Under the terms of the 
agreement, signed Friday [25 March] in Monrovia, Libe- 
ria will supply Sierra Leone with 44,000 bags of Liberian 
milled non parboiled rice valued at 920,000 U.S. dollars 
and petroleum products estimated at 485,000 U.S. dol- 
lars. The agreement also provides that Sierra Leone will 
in turn supply Liberia 1,405,000 U.S. dollars worth of 
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coffee and cocoa at the prevailing world market price. 
The two countries further agreed to continue the 
exchange of electrical expertise on terms and conditions 
agreed to by their respective electrical authorities. 


Press Agency Head Requests Soviet Assistance 
AB290706 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 28 Mar 88 


[Text] The first secretary at the Soviet Embassy near 
Monrovia, Mr Sergey D. (Rosanov), and the press atta- 
che, Mr (Paynov), today paid a courtesy call on the 
director general of the LIBERIAN NEWS AGENCY 
{[LINA], Mr (Timanus Quia-william), at his Capitol Hill 
office. During discussions, Mr (Quia-William) briefed 
the Soviet envoy on the activities and problems of the 
LINA and recommended the training of LINA personnel 
by the Soviet news agency on a short-term basis to 
improve the efficiency of his personnel. The LINA 
director general further assured Mr (Rosanov) of LINA’s 
cvoperation with TASS, the Soviet news agency, in 
exchanging government information for the socioeco- 
nomic and cultural development of the two countries. 


Responding, Mr (Rosanov) thanked Mr (Quia-William) 
for the audience and the briefing granted him which he 
hoped would enabled him to know more about LINA. 


Mr (Rosanov) later presented Mr (Quia-William) with a 
copy of the agreement between LINA and the Soviet 
news agency, TASS, signed in 1985. Later the director 
general, including his senior staff, took the Soviet envoy 
on a guided tour of LINA facilities. 
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